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PH LADELPHI A CI TY COW SSI ONERS RETURN BQOARD MEETI NG

Tuesday, Septenber 24, 2024

5:00 p.m
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OVAR SABI R, CHAI RVAN

KHALI F CHESTNUT, SIT-IN FOR DEPUTY TO THE CHAI R
VI NCENT GOWANS

LI SA DEELEY, VI CE-CHAIR

NI CHOLAS CUSTODI O, DEPUTY TO VI CE- CHAI R
SETH BLUESTEI N, COWM SSI ONER

ERI C KAPENSTEI N, DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER
JOSEPH LYNCH, DI RECTOR OF COPERATI ONS
STEPHANI E REED, DI RECTOR OF ADM NI STRATI ONS

DANA ECKROADE, DEPUTY DI RECTOR OF COMPLI ANCE
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PROCEEDI NGS

(5:00 p.m)

THE CHAIR. Good evening. | call to order the
neeti ng of the Phil adel phia Comm ssioners Return Board
for Tuesday, Septenber 24th, 2024. This neeting is in
conpliance with the Pennsyl vania Sunshi ne Act.

The Phil adel phia Cty Conm ssioners are a three-
menber bipartisan board of elected officials in charge
of elections and voter registration for the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

Each conm ssioner is elected to serve a four-year
termthat coincides with the nunicipal election cycle
for mayor and city council. The conm ssioners set and
enforce departnental policies to adm nister voter
regi strati on and conduct elections in accordance wth
federal and state voter registration and el ection
| aws.

The city comm ssioners were created by the
Pennsyl vania Assenbly in 1711 with a focus on taxation
and hel d various regul atory powers throughout the
centuries. The comm ssioners started maintaining
voter lists in 1799 and took on nore el ection rel ated
responsibilities but didn't enmerge into its current
formuntil the adoption of Phil adel phia Hone Rul e
Charter in 1951.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




ELECTI ONS
09/ 24/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

) _ _ Page 4
W will start off with public comments. Before

begi nning their coments, commenters shall state where
they live or if they are not a resident of

Phi | adel phia, that they are a Phil adel phi a taxpayer.
Public comment is not an opportunity for dial ogue or
QA. It is public conmment, a chance for you to tel

us what you think.

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman, point of order,
pl ease.

THE CHAIR:  You have to wait and then we'll get
intoit. Hold tight. Each speaker will have two
m nutes to speak. However, | may extend the tine at
nmy discretion. Public comment nust concern nmatters on
t oday' s neeti ng agenda.

Finally, it is ny responsibility to preserve the
order and decorum of the neetings. As such, profane
sl anders, discrimnatory or personal attacks will not
be tolerated. If you wish to nmake a public objection
to a perceived Sunshine violation, please raise your
hand and | will recognize you. Qutbursts will not be
tolerated. Anyone wshing to offer public comment,
pl ease step forward.

MS. DEELEY: M. Chairman, point of order,
pl ease.

THE CHAIR: Madam Vice-Chair, | heard you. W're
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In a public comment part of our neeting. |If there's

no public comenters, we wll now nove to report from
secretary for email public comments. Comm ssioner
Bl uestein, are there any email public comments?

MR. BLUESTEIN. There were no email public
comrents by 3:45 p. m

THE CHAIR® We will now proceed to new busi ness.
W will begin by considering the first agenda item

under new busi ness, "Miil ballot sufficiency

determnations.” W wll call up deputy executive
di rector conpliance, vote by nmail. Good eveni ng,
Dana.

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman, | would just like to
make an objection, as | do have a point of order.
Anyone maki ng a Sunshine Act violation nmay nake an
obj ection at any tine.

THE CHAIR.  Well, first of all, okay. You have
to be recognized. It's up to ny discretion of decorum
of the neeting. So we were going to get to that
point. So, you know, if it wll please you, like |
said, before Dana gets done doi ng whatever she's
doi ng, then we nove on to when we have comments, then
you can rai se that issue.

Wuld you like to wait till the other business

portion or does it have to be right this second?
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M5. DEELEY: It has to be right this second, M.

Chairman. |If | may?

THE CHAIR  Yes, you nmy.

MS5. DEELEY: | believe that the proper Sunshine
noti ce was not given for Saturday's and tonight's
neeting. Specifically, notice was not placed in the
newspapers. The Sunshine Act states that an agency
shall give public notice of each special neeting or
each reschedul ed regul ar or special neeting at | east
24 hours in advance of the tinme of the convening of
the neeting specified in the notice.

The definition of public notice includes
publication of notice of the place, date, and tine of
a neeting in a newspaper of general circulation as
defined by 45 Pa. C.S. A§ 101. The Act states that
shoul d the court determne that the neeting did not
neet the requirenents of this chapter, it may, inits
discretion, find that any or all official action taken
at the neeting shall be invalid.

This is concerning given the votes that occurred
on Saturday and those schedul ed for tonight.
believe that we are unable to hold tonight's neeting.

THE CHAIR. It's okay. So are you nmaking a
nmoti on?

M5. DEELEY: |'msaying that | don't believe that
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we can have this neeting because it wasn't publicly,
publicly noti ced.

THE CHAIR: Ckay. |It's on the record. [I'd like
to nove forward.

MR. BLUESTEIN. M. Chairnman, may | comment
bef ore we nove forward?

THE CHAIR  Sure.

MR. BLUESTEIN. The opening of the Return Board
and the official canvas was properly noticed in the
newspapers. The neeting was never adjourned and each
of these sessions has been noticed with 24 hours
advance notice on our website. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

M5. DEELEY: | don't believe that to be true,
but .

THE CHAIR® Okay. Are we finished? Can we nove
forward? O we just want to sit back and go back and
forth for all day? Because I'll wait. Anything el se
you want to say?

M5. DEELEY: No. I'IIl, I'll -- 1"mfine.

THE CHAIR: Are you sure?

MS. DEELEY: Yeah.

THE CHAIR: Ckay. So good eveni ng, Dana. You
want to just say your nane again for the record and

your title?

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




ELECTI ONS
09/ 24/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 8
M5. ECKROADE: Dana Eckroade, deputy director for

conpliance and mail-in ballot.

THE CHAIR: Sure. Can you please read the first
category and nunber of votes?

M5. ECKROADE: Gkay. So mail-in ballot
sufficiency determnation. Nunber 1, "ID verification
- no Social Security or driver's license on SURE
file." W have one ballot.

THE CHAIR: | nove that this board accepts
ballots with no Social Security or driver's |icense on
the SURE file. |Is there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

THE CHAIR: Comm ssioners, do you have any
conment s?

MS. DEELEY: None.

THE CHAIR: Ckay. Secretary Bluestein, please
call the roll.

MR. BLUESTEIN. M. Chairman, before we vote, |
woul d just put on the record that | do not believe we
can count ballots that have not had their |Ds
verified, unless the voter is eligible for an
alternative ballot. So overall, this category should
be broken out by age of the individual voters before
maki ng a determ nation. Thank you, sir.

THE CHAIR: Sure. But just as a matter of rule,
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1 when | say if anyone has a comment, please nake thgageg
2 coment at that point. Secretary Bluestein, please

3 call theroll.

4 MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice-Chair Deel ey?

5 MS. DEELEY: Aye.

6 MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote nay. Chairman Sabir?

7 THE CHAIR: Aye. Mbdtion passed. W wll now

8 nove to the next category.

9 M5. ECKROADE: "ID verification - |ID opposite of
10 what is on SURE file." W have one ball ot.

11 THE CHAIR: | nove that this board accepts

12 ballots with an I D provi ded, opposite of what is on
13 the SURE file. 1Is there a second?

14 MS. DEELEY: Second.

15 THE CHAI R: Does anyone have any comments before

16 we proceed to vote? Secretary Bl uestein?

17 MR. BLUESTEIN. No, M. Chair. Thank you.

18 THE CHAIR: Pl ease call the roll.

19 MR. BLUESTEIN.  Vice-Chair Deel ey?

20 MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

21 MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote nay. Chairman Sabir?

22 THE CHAIR: Aye. Modtion passed. W will nove to

23 the next category.
24 M5. ECKROADE: "ID verification - no response.”
25 W have zero.
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1 THE CHAIR.  kay. Page 10
2 M5. ECKROADE: Onh, wait. I'msorry. [ID-- I'm
3 SO sorry.
4 THE CHAI R Take your tine.
5 M5. ECKROADE: "ID verification - no response,"
6 we have 32. M apol ogies.
7 THE CHAIR: Ckay. Take your tine. Al right. |
8 nove that this board does not accept ballots where the
9 wvoter did not respond to the request fromthe County
10 Board of Elections for ID verification. 1Is there a
11 second?
12 M5. DEELEY: Second.
13 THE CHAIR: Does any commi ssi oner have any
14 comrents before we proceed to vote?
15 M5. DEELEY: | have none.
16 MR. BLUESTEIN. | have none.
17 THE CHAIR. Secretary Bluestein, please call the
18 roll.
19 MR. BLUESTEIN.  Vice-Chair Deel ey?
20 MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.
21 MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?
22 THE CHAIR® Aye. Mdtion passed. W will now
23 nove to the final category.
24 M5. ECKROADE: So, "ID verification - ID doesn't
25 match SURE file." W have zero ballots.
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THE CHAI R Ckay. No ballots in this category.

That brings us to the end of our mail ball ot
sufficiency determnation. Thank you so much for al
your work this election, Dana.

M5. ECKROADE: Thank you.

THE CHAIR: The board will now take a brief
recess to update the results of our conputation to
refl ect these votes.

MS. DEELEY: M. Chairman, | would |ike to nake a
notion that we table this reading of the results to
allow for the two-day appeal deadline for the votes
that we took tonight. W have always, along the
advice of the |aw departnent, built in those two days
for the appeals.

THE CHAIR. So are you neking a notion?

MS. DEELEY: Yes, sir.

THE CHAIR. |Is there a second? There's no

second.

(Recess.)

THE CHAIR: | now call the neeting back to order.
W will nove to the second item of new busi ness on our

agenda, "Results of the canvas and conputation.”
Dana, will you please read the results?

M5. ECKROADE: Hell o, Conm ssioners.

THE CHAIR.  Hel | o, Dana.
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M5. ECKROADE: |'mgoing to start with

Representative in the General assenbly for the 195th
District. Keith S. Harris, Denocrat, had 3162 votes.
Wite-in totals, he had 135. Representative in the
General Assenbly for the 201st District. Andre D.
Carrol |, Denocrat, had 3205 votes. Wite-in totals
59. And that is all.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Dana.

M5. ECKROADE: You're wel cone.

THE CHAIR. W will now npbve to any additiona
non- agenda itens. Vice-Chair Deel ey, do you have any
ot her business to be raised at this neeting?

M5. DEELEY: | have none.

THE CHAIR. Secretary Bluestein, do you have any

ot her business to be raised at this neeting?

MR. BLUESTEIN. | have none. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you, Conm ssioners. | have one
small non-agenda item | would |like to congratul ate

Phi | adel phia Phillies for winning the National League
East Chanpi onship. Hopefully they bring honme a Wrld
Series to our cities. Now, no nore itens remain on
toni ght's agenda. Thank you.

(The neeting was adj ourned.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

|, GECOFFREY NJAQ, Legal Transcriptionist, do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing is a conplete and true
transcription of the original digital audio recording
of the testinony and proceedi ngs captured in the
above-entitled nmatter. As the transcriptionist, |
have revi ewed and transcribed the entirety of the
original digital audio recording of the proceeding to
ensure a verbatimrecord to the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | amneither attorney for
nor a relative or enployee of any of the parties to
the action; further, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of this matter.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand

this 7th day of Cctober, 2024.

Ceoffrey N agi
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"\ Philadelphia
# City Commissioners

September 24, 2024

5:00pm

Philadelphia City Commissioners
11311 Roosevelt Blvd
Philadelphia, PA 19154

Call to order the Return Board meeting of Tuesday, September 24, 2024

Public Comment
a. In-Person Public Comments
b. Report from the Secretary — Emailed Public Comment

New Business
A. Mail Ballot Sufficiency Determination
1. ID verification - no social security or driver’s license on SURE file
2. ID verification - ID provided opposite of what is on SURE file
3. ID verification - no response
4. D verification - ID doesn’t match SURE file

B. Results of the Canvassing and Computation

C. Additional non-Agenda items
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