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PROCEEDI NGS
(9:00 a.m)
CHAI RMAN SABIR: Good norning. | call to order

the nmeeting of the Philadelphia City Conm ssioners
Return Board for Saturday, Septenber the 21st, 2024.
This neeting is in conpliance with the Pennsyl vani a
Sunshine Act. The Phil adel phia Gty Conm ssioners are
a three-nenber bipartisan board of elected officials
in charge of elections and voter registration for the
City of Philadel phia. Each conm ssioner is elected to
serve a four-year termthat coincides with the
muni ci pal election cycle for mayor and city council.

The comm ssioners set and enforce departnental
policies to adm nister voter registration and conduct
el ections i n accordance with federal, state, and voter
registration election |laws. The city conmm ssioners
were created by the Pennsylvania assenbly in 1711 with
a focus on taxation and held various regul atory powers
t hroughout the centuries.

The comm ssioners started mai ntaining voter lists
in 1799, and took on nore el ection-rel ated
responsibilities, but didn't energe in its current
formuntil the adoption of Phil adel phia Hone Rul e
Charter in 1951.

W will start off with public comments. Before
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begi nning their comments, commenters shall state where

they live or, if they are not a resident of

Phi | adel phia, that they are Phil adel phia taxpayer.
Public comrent is not an opportunity for Q8A. It is
public comrent, a chance for you to tell us what you
think. Each speaker will have two mi nutes to speak,
however, | nmay extend the tinme at ny discretion.

Public comment nust concern nmatters on today's
neeting agenda. Finally, it is nmy responsibility to
preserve the order and decorum of the neetings. As
such profane, slanderous, discrimnatory, or personal
attacks will not be tolerated. |If you wish to nmake a
public objection to a perceived Sunshine violation,
pl ease rai se your hand and I will recogni ze you.

Qut bursts wll not be tol erated.

Anyone wi shing to offer a public comment, please
step forward. Hearing none, we will now nove to the
emai | public Comments. Comm ssioner Bluestein, are
there any emai|l public comrents?

MR. BLUESTEIN. There were no email public
comments by 7:45 a. m

CHAI RMVAN SABI R:  Thank you very nmuch. W wi |
now proceed to old business. First, we have a report
fromour directors of election adm nistration and

operation which will be reported by M. Joseph Lynch
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and Stephanie Reed. Bluestein, cone on the record.

M5. REED: Like yesterday, we continue to work on
finishing the special election and all things are
goi ng wel | .

MR. LYNCH. Yes, we're continuing our usual
pr ocess.

CHAl RVAN SABI R Ckay.

MR. LYNCH: We, we finished the LNA test
yesterday and now we're going into the final testing
for, for, probably starting Monday, for the fina
testing.

CHAI RVAN SABIR:  Vice-chair Deel ey, do you have
any questions? Secretary Bluestein, do you have any
guesti ons?

MR. BLUESTEIN. | have none. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SABI R That conpletes our ol d business
for today. W will now proceed to new business. W
wi |l begin considering the first agenda item nmail
bal |l ot sufficiency determnation. W will call up our
deputy executive director of conpliance and vote by
mail. Good norning, Dana. Can you please read the
first category and nunber of votes?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'m sorry, she's not here.

MR. LYNCH:. She's already here.

M5. ECKROADE: M ssing signature. W have 61
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CHAI RMVAN SABIR: M ssing signature. Hold on,
Dana. The first one | have is m ssing date.
M5. ECKROADE: M ssing date.
CHAl RVAN SABI R Yes.
M5. ECKROADE: |I'msorry. So missing date. |
have 23.
CHAIRVAN SABIR: | nove that this board does not
accept ballots with a mssing date. |Is there a
second?

MS. DEELEY: M. Chairman?

MR. BLUESTEIN: Second.

CHAI RMVAN SABIR:  Hol d on one second.

MR. BLUESTEIN. It's all right.

CHAI RVAN SABIR: Al right, vice-chair?

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman, remarks on the notion,
pl ease?

CHAI RVAN SABIR:  Sure. | was going -- | was
going to to get to that. W just did the notion.

MS. DEELEY: Thanks. Sorry.

CHAl RMAN SABI R Ckay, got second. W didn't
vote. We're not going to do anything.

MS. DEELEY: Sorry.

CHAI RMAN SABI R You had opportunity. Al right,

go ahead, vice-chair. |'msorry.
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M5. DEELEY: | would like to read from Judge

Ceisler's Commonweal th Court majority opinion in the
recent Black Political Enmpowernent Project v. Schm dt
case, which was brought against this board and deal t
with this subject. "In this original jurisdiction
matter, we are asked to determ ne whether two
provi sions of the Pennsylvania el ection code that
require electors of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
to date the declaration of the elector printed on the
second or outer envel ope of absentee and nmil in
ballots violate the free and equal el ections clause of
Article 1, Section 5 of the Pennsylvania Constitution.

See sections 1306 and 1306-D of the Election
Code, 325PS, 1346.6(a) and 3150.16(a), dating
provi sions. The dating provisions and ot her statutory
phrases wi thin them have been the subject of nunerous
| awsui ts since the 2019 inception of Act 77.
Nevert hel ess, despite various state and federal jury's
suggestions regarding that potential viability of a
chall enge to the dating provisions under the free and
equal elections clause in prior case |aw over the past
four years, the present challenge is the first of its
Ki nd.

For that reasons that foll ow, we conclude the

fundanmental right to vote guaranteed by our
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constitution is at issue. For that reason, a strict

scrutiny standard of review applies to the dating
provi sions restrictions on that right. Under this
standard of review, the governnent bears the heavy
burden of proving that the law in question is narrowy
tailored to serve a conpelling governnent interest.
And where the governnent fails to satisfy its burden,
the law or its application is unconstitutional.

As has been determned in prior litigation, the
date on the outer mail ball ot envelope is not used to
determ ne the tineliness of a ballot, a voter's
qualifications, eligibility to vote, or fraud.
Therefore, the dating provisions serve no conpelling
government interest. The refusal to count undated or
I ncorrectly dated, but tinely mailed ballot submtted
by otherw se eligible voters because of neani ngl ess
and i nconsequential paperwork errors violates the
fundanental right to vote recogni zed in free and equal
el ection cl ause.™

Though the Commonweal th order was eventually
vacat ed on technical grounds, the Pennsylvania Suprene
Court did not rule on the nmerits of the constitutional
argunent. Therefore, as the |atest and hi ghest court
ruling I have to conclude that not counting these

bal | ot s because of neani ngl ess and i nconsequenti al
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errors that do not affect determ nations of the

tinmeliness of a ballot, a voter's eligibility to vote,
or the prevention of fraud would be a violation of the
Pennsyl vani a Constitution.

| amin ny third termas city conm ssioner, and
at the beginning of each term we are legally required
to swear an oath. It goes like this, "I do solemly
swear that | wll support, obey, and defend the
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution
of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania and the
Phi | adel phia Honme Rule Charter, and that | w |
di scharge the duties of ny office with fidelity." The
Pennsyl vania Constitution is one of the docunents that
we swear to support, obey and defend. Therefore, |
believe that we should not count these ballots. W
shoul d count these ballots. | apol ogize. W should
count these ballots. Thank you, Chair.

CHAI RMAN SABIR:  Sure, sure, sure. Secretary
Bl uestein, did you want to nmake any comments?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Thank you, M. Chairman. Wile I
agree in principle with vice-chair Deeley that these
bal | ots shoul d count, the Pennsyl vania Suprene Court
vacat ed the Commonweal th Court opinion ruling. And
you know, we have an obligation to follow the | aw as

it currently stands. And unfortunately, that neans
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1 that we're not able to count these ballots, in nypawalo
2 opinion.
3 CHAI RMAN SABIR:  Yeah, | can -- | definitely
4 agree with the vice-chair. Agree with you as well,
5 M. Bluestein. So having no other comments, we'll now
6 proceed to vote. Secretary Bluestein, can you pl ease
7 call the roll?
8 MR. BLUESTEIN:. Vice-chair Deel ey?
9 MS. DEELEY: No.
10 MR. BLUESTEIN: | vote aye, Chairman Sabir?
11 CHAI RMAN SABIR:  Aye. Being noved and properly
12 second -- oh, we did that. Gkay, and the notion
13 passes. We'Ill now nove to the next category.
14 M5. ECKROADE: Incorrectly dated, 46 ball ots.
15 CHAIRMAN SABIR: | nove that this board does not
16 accept incorrectly dated ballots. |Is there a second?
17 MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.
18 CHAl RMAN SABI R©  Anyone want to nmake any coments
19 before we vote?
20 MS. DEELEY: Yes, M. Chairman. Brief renarks on
21 the notion, please.
22 CHAI RVAN SABI R:  Sure.
23 MS. DEELEY: The Bl ack Political Enmpowernent
24 Project v. Schm dt case also dealt with incorrectly
25 dated ballots. And | would like ny remarks fromthe
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previ ous category also noted here. | believe the free

and equal election clause of the Pennsyl vani a
constitution requires us to count these ballots.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Thank you. Secretary Bl uestein,
you want to say sonething?

MR. BLUESTEIN. | have nothing to add, thank you.

CHAI RVAN SABIR: Again, | agree with the
sentinments of vice-chair Deeley. Secretary Bl uestein,
will you call the roll?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice-chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: No.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAl RMVAN SABIR: Aye. Mdtion passes. W wll
now nove to the next category.

M5. ECKROADE: Not enclosed in secrecy envel ope,

28 ballots.
CHAIRMAN SABIR: | nove that this board does not
accept ballots not enclosed in a secrecy envelope. |Is

there a second?
MR. BLUESTEIN: Second.
M5. DEELEY: M. Chairnan.
CHAI RMAN SABIR:  Any commi ssioners --
M5. DEELEY: Yeah. M. Chairman, brief remarks

on the noti on.
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1 CHAl RVAN SABI R Vice-chair, every tine we vg?%?lz
2 I'mgoing to allow everyone to speak -- everyone to
3 speak -- everyone to speak. Thanks for asking. |
4 really appreciate that. Go ahead, floor is yours.
5 MS. DEELEY: The Bl ack Political Enpowernent
6 Project v. Schmdt case did not deal with the so-
7 <called naked ballots. | believe that the argunents
8 which | read for the previous categories apply here,
9 too. The secrecy envel ope does not determ ne the
10 tineliness of when a ballot is received. The secrecy
11 envel ope does not determne if a voter is eligible to
12 vote, serve to prevent fraud.
13 But this is no |onger the case in a post-Act 77
14 world, with a centralized nmechanical -- nechanicalized
15 counting of mail ballots. So there is no |onger a
16 conpelling argunent interest to not count these
17 ballots. Thank you.
18 CHAI RMAN SABI R©  Thank you. Again, | agree with
19 vyour sentinment. Secretary Bluestein, can you call the
20 roll?
21 MR BLUESTEIN. Yes, M. Chairnan, before | do,
22 if | may just add a conment.
23 CHAI RVAN SABI R Sure.
24 MR. BLUESTEIN. Again, | conpletely agree with
25 the sentinents that you and the vice-chair have
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st at ed. | believe these ballots should be allowed to

be counted. But with the previous rulings by the
Pennsyl vani a Suprene Court telling us that we are not
allowed to count them | believe it's inportant that
we follow the | aw as we proceed.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Thank you. Let's proceed to
vote, please.

MR. BLUESTEIN. Al right. Vice-chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: No.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RMAN SABIR.  Aye. This notion pass. W wll
now nove to the next category.

M5. ECKROADE: M ssing, mssing signature, 61

bal | ot s.

CHAIRMAN SABIR: | nove that this board does not
accept ballots with a mssing signature. |Is there a
second?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Conmi ssioners, do we have any
comrents on this before we vote?

M5. DEELEY: | have none.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | have none.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Secretary Bl uestein, please cal
the roll.

MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice-chair Deel ey?
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DEELEY: No -- yes.

BLUESTEIN:. That's a vote in the affirmative?
DEELEY: Yeah.

29 3 D

BLUESTEIN: | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RMAN SABIR:  Aye. The notion passes. W
wi |l now nove to the next category.

M5. ECKROADE: Date damaged by post office. W
have zero ballots.

CHAI RMAN SABIR: Ckay. Wth no ballots in this
category, we will nove to the next category, please.

M5. ECKROADE: |ID verification, no Social
Security or driver's license. On-shore record we have
one bal |l ot.

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman, | would [ike to nove
that we table this and the next three categories F
through | per 25PS 3146.8, voters have until the sixth
cal endar day following the election to provide proof
of identification to county boards of elections.

| also have a copy of the letter that we send to
voters telling themthat they have six days. W are
currently only on day four. Voters still have until
Monday to verify their ID. Therefore, it is too early
for us to consider these.

CHAIRMAN SABIR: Ckay. Can | do a five-mnute

recess to consider that? WMke sure that are the
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truth.

M5. DEELEY: Ckay.

(The neeting was recessed.)

CHAl RVAN SABIR:  Ckay. So just for clarity, for
the record, vice-chair, you want the next four
categories to be tabled until Mnday?

M5. DEELEY: Till at |east after Monday, M.
Chai r man.

CHAIl RVAN SABI R Ckay.

M5. DEELEY: They have until 5:00 -- the voters
have until 5:00 p.m on Monday.

CHAIRMAN SABIR Ckay. So is there -- 'l
second that. Secretary Bluestein, did you have a
conmment before we vote on this?

MR. BLUESTEIN. | think voting on the category so
the staff know how to apply our rules in advance of
receiving those ballots, does no harmto any of the
voters. So | don't see a need for delay, but |I'm
happy to nove forward as the chair sees fit.

CHAIl RVAN SABI R Ckay. So you want to do a vote
on that, that we're going to table the four ID
verification categories until Mnday?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Ckay.

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman, may | just make one

nore conment --
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CHAI RVAN SABI R Sur e.

M5. DEELEY: -- for the record?

CHAI RVAN SABI R Sure.

MS. DEELEY: The predeterm nation of ballots, in
the past, the | aw departnent has been opposed to this.
So, | would reasonably anticipate the sanme consi stent
posture, but --

CHAI RMAN SABIR. Ckay. Secretary Bluestein, do
you want to go -- want to call roll?

MR. BLUESTEIN.  Vice-chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN: | vote nay. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RMAN SABIR: Aye. So, so the record is
clear, the four ID verification determ nations, we
will revisit that on Monday. |It's tabled unti
Monday. So we will now nove to the correctly dated
and bl ank sign front of the declaration envel ope.

M5. ECKROADE: Correctly dated in date, blanks
sign front of declaration envel ope, we have zero
bal | ot s.

CHAI RMAN SABIR: Ckay. No ballots in this
category. We will nove to the next category, please,
Dana.

M5. ECKROADE: Signhed and dated front of

decl arati on envel ope. W have zero.
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CHAI RMAN SABIR There's no ballots in this

category. GCkay. No ballots. W're going to nove on
to -- is it -- okay. Oh, thanks. Appreciate you,
Dana. We have no ballots in that category. W're
going to nove to report for the provisional ballots
now. Thank you, Dana. Good job.

M5. ECKROADE: Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN SABI R:  Good norni ng, Kevin.

MR. KEVIN. Good norning, conm ssioners.

MR. BLUESTEIN. Good norni ng.

MR. KEVIN. kay, the first category we have is
not registered in-shore, we had one ballot that was
regi stered after the deadline --

CHAI RMAN SABI R Ckay.

MR. KEVIN. -- 195th.

CHAl RVAN SABIR: Ckay. | nove that this board
does not accept ballots not in the shore system by the
voter registration deadline for the special election.
|s there a second?

MR. BLUESTEIN: Second.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Does any conmi ssi oner have any
comments before we vote?

M5S. DEELEY: | have a question for Kevin. Kevin,
do we know where the voter was registered previously?

MR. KEVIN. They were not regi stered previously.
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M5. DEELEY: Thank you. | vote no. | vote yes.

" msorry.

CHAI RMAN SABIR. Ckay. So, Secretary Bl uestein,
you going to call the roll?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Yes. |1've noted vice-chair
Deeley's vote in the, the affirmative. | also vote
aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RMAN SABIR: Aye. W will now nove to the
next category.

MR. KEVIN. kay. For canceled registrations, we
had zero.

CHAI RMAN SABIR:  There's no ballots in this
category. We will nove to the next category, please.

MR. KEVIN. kay. The next category is
regi stered in another county. W did not have any of
those. However, we did have nine that were registered
in another election district that was not the 195th or
201st .

CHAI RMAN SABIR: One second. GCkay. | nove that
this board does not accept ballots registered outside
the special election district. |Is there a second?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

CHAI RMAN SABI R:  Conmi ssi oners, do you have any
comments on this item before we vote?

M5S. DEELEY: Yes, M. Chairman, | have a question
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for Kevin.

CHAl RVAN SABI R Sure.

MS. DEELEY: Kevin, do we know if any of these
voters had previously been registered in specifically
the 195th or the 201st?

MR, KEVIN:  Yes.

M5S. DEELEY: They were?

MR. KEVIN. Well, one was in 201st, but he was
voting in 195th.

M5. DEELEY: Ckay. Are we --

MR KEVIN. And others were 181st, 190t h.

M5. DEELEY: Are we doing any kind of check to
see if voters could have been residents of the
district?

MR KEVIN  Yes, we have done that.

M5. DEELEY: Okay. Al right. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SABIR:  Secretary, did you have any
conment ?

MR. BLUESTEIN. | have none. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SABI R Ckay. You want to call the
roll?

MR. BLUESTEIN:. Vice-chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: | vote yes.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RMAN SABIR: Aye. Motion passes. W wll
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now nove on to the next cat egory.

MR. KEVIN. kay. The next category is not
signed by voter. W had zero ballots.

CHAIRMAN SABIR  No ballots in this category.
W'l nove to the next category.

MR. KEVIN. kay. Only one voter signature on
the ballot. W had four fromthe 195t h.

CHAIRMAN SABIR: | nove that this board does not
accept provisional ballots with only one voter -- with
only one voter signature. |s there a second?

MR BLUESTEIN. Second.

CHAl RVAN SABI R:  Conmi ssioners, do you have any
items -- | nean, sorry. Do you have any comments on
this item before we vote?

MS. DEELEY: | do, M. Chairman. | have a
guestion for Kevin.

CHAI RVAN SABI R Sure.

M5. DEELEY: Kevin, the voter did -- the voters
did affix a signature to these envel opes, correct?

MR. KEVIN. That is correct.

M5. DEELEY: And that signature was enough for
the staff to conpare the signature on the provisiona
bal | ot envel ope with the signature on the elector's
registration formto --

MR KEVIN It was.
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1 MS. DEELEY: -- to, so it was determned to Egm321
2 genuine?
3 MR KEVIN. It was determned to be a valid
4 signature, correct.
5 M5. DEELEY: Thank you.
6 CHAI RMAN SABI R Secretary Bl uestein, you have
7 any comments?
8 MR. BLUESTEIN. | have no conments.
9 CHAI RMAN SABIR: | understand your sentinents on
10 this, vice-chair Deeley. W w |l proceed to vote.
11 MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice-chair Deel ey?
12 MS. DEELEY: | vote to count. | vote nay.
13 MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?
14 CHAI RMAN SABIR: Aye. Modtion passes. W will
15 now nove to the next category.
16 MR. KEVIN. The signature does not match. W had
17 zero ballots in that category.
18 CHAI RVAN SABIR: No ballots in this category. W
19 nove to the next category, please.
20 MR. KEVIN. W had one person in 201st that the
21 staff determned they voted in person.
22 CHAIRVAN SABIR: | nove that this board does not
23 accept provisional ballots where the voter voted in
24 person. Al right. Comm ssioners, you have any
25 comments on it?
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1 M5. DEELEY: | have none. rage 22
2 MR. BLUESTEIN. 1'Il second the notion.
3 CHAI RMAN SABIR. Ckay, nmotion is second for the
4 record, and none of the comm ssioners have any comment
5 on this notion. Secretary Bluestein, would you cal
6 theroll?
7 MR. BLUESTEIN. vice-chair Deel ey?
8 M5. DEELEY: Vote aye.
9 MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?
10 CHAl RVAN SABI R Aye. Gkay, we'll go to the next
11 category.
12 MR. KEVIN. W have one ballot for no ward and
13 division on the envelope, that was in the 201st.
14 CHAIRMAN SABIR: | nove that this board accepts
15 provisional ballots wwth no ward or division on the
16 envelope. |Is there a second?
17 M5. DEELEY: Second.
18 CHAl RVAN SABI R:  Ckay. Conm ssioners, do you
19 have any comments on this item before we vote?
20 M5. DEELEY: | have none.
21 CHAI RMAN SABI R Secretary Bl uestein, please cal
22 the roll
23 MR. BLUESTEIN: Before | do so, M. Chairnman, |
24 just have a question for Kevin.
25 CHAI RVAN SABI R Sure.
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MR. BLUESTEIN. Even though there was no ward and

di vision on the envelope, this ballot was returned to

the board with the other material s?
MR. KEVIN. That is correct.
MR. BLUESTEIN.  Vice-chair Deel ey?
MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.
MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?
CHAI RVAN SABIR:  Aye. W will now -- notion

passes. W wll now nove to the next category.

MR KEVIN. Okay. W' ve had five ballots that

were returned that were voted by nmail and were

absentee. One in 195th, four in the 201st.

CHAIRMAN SABIR: | nove that this board does not
accept provisional ballots. Were are we -- where we
return -- | nove that this board does not accept
provi sional ballots where return nmail or absentee
bal | ot was counted. |s there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Does any commi ssi oners have any

comrents on this notion?
MR. BLUESTEIN: | do not.
MS. DEELEY: Do not.
CHAI RMAN SABIR: O questions? No?
MS. DEELEY: No.
CHAI RMAN SABI R Ckay. Secretary Bl uestein,
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pl ease call the roll
MR. BLUESTEIN:. Vice-chair Deel ey?
M5. DEELEY: Aye.
MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RMAN SABIR. Aye. W now nove to the next
cat egory.

MR. KEVIN. W have one ballot in 195th that was
not encl osed in a secrecy envel ope.

CHAI RVAN SABIR: | nove that this board does not
accept provisional ballots not enclosed in a secrecy
envel ope. |Is there a second?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

CHAl RVAN SABI R: Conmi ssioners, do you have any
comments on these itens for we vote or questions?

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman, yes, | have remarks on
t he noti on.

CHAI RMVAN SABI R Proceed.

M5. DEELEY: M ster -- Kevin, were these voters
determ ned to be registered voters?

MR. KEVIN:  Yes.

M5. DEELEY: And these voters signed the
affidavit, correct?

MR, KEVIN:  Yes.

M5. DEELEY: So the only thing wong with these

ballots is that they are m ssing a secrecy envel ope,
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right?
MR KEVIN: That is correct.
MS. DEELEY: | believe whether or not a ballot is

In a secrecy envel ope, not material in determ ning
whet her or not such individual is qualified under
state law to vote in such election. But unlike the
mai | ballots where the voters are filling them out on
their kitchen table, these voters are doing this
process in the polling place. The judge of elections
shoul d be instructing themto place their ballot in
the secrecy envelope. So this is a poll worker error
t hat we shoul d not be punishing the voter for.

Furthernore difference here is the provisiona
ballots are outlined in federal |law, the Help Anerica
Vote Act, and this is a federal election. State |aw
determnes if someone is eligible to vote. If we
determ ne these voters to be registered and that they
signed the affidavit and that they have not al ready
voted in any other way, then we nmust count them PA
| aw has extra hurdles, but putting a ballot in a
secrecy envel ope has no bearing on whether or not
sonmeone is qualified to vote.

| believe the Pennsylvania lawis in conflict
with the Help Anerica Vote Act. This has not been the

subj ect of recent court challenges. |In addition, the
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secrecy envel ope does not prevent fraud or determ ne

tinmeliness. So we may be | ooking at another violation
of the free and equal elections clause of the

Pennsyl vani a constitution. Therefore, | believe that
t hese bal |l ots shoul d count.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Secretary Bl uestein, do you want

to call -- did you have any comments or questions on
this?

MR. BLUESTEIN. | have nothing to add. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN SABIR:  Ckay. You want to call the
rol|?

MR. BLUESTEIN.  Vice-chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: No.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAl RMVAN SABIR: Aye. That notion passes. W
wi |l now nove to the next category.

MR. KEVIN. Next category is not signed by board
wor kers. W have zero ball ots.

CHAl RVAN SABI R:  Any non-agenda itens?

M5. DEELEY: | have none.
MR. BLUESTEIN. | have none. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN SABIR. Ckay. |I'd like to say thank you

as always, all our staff, put anything together with

satellites, special election, and this upcom ng

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




ELECTI ONS
09/ 21/ 2024

27

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

) _ ) Page 27
hi stori c Novenber 5th election. Keep up the great

wor k. We want to make history, guys. Thank you.
Thank you, conmmi ssioners.

(The neeting was adj ourned.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

I, STEPHEN OMONDI, Legal Transcriptionist, do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing is a conplete and true
transcription of the original digital audio recording
of the testinony and proceedi ngs captured in the
above-entitled nmatter. As the transcriptionist, |
have revi ewed and transcribed the entirety of the
original digital audio recording of the proceeding to
ensure a verbatimrecord to the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | amneither attorney for
nor a relative or enployee of any of the parties to
the action; further, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of this matter.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand

this 30 day of Septenber, 2024.

WAMVW
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'\ Philadelphia
# City Commissioners

September 21, 2024

9:00am

Philadelphia City Commissioners
11311 Roosevelt Blvd
Philadelphia, PA 19154

I.  Call to order the return board meeting of Saturday, September 21,
2024

II.  Public Comment
a. In-Person Public Comments
b. Report from the Secretary — emailed Public Comment

[ll.  Old Business
a. Report from Directors of Election Administration and Operations

IV.  New Business
A) Mail Ballot Sufficiency Determinations

Missing date

Incorrectly dated

Not enclosed in secrecy envelope

Missing signature

Date damaged by post office

ID verification - no social security or driver's license on SURE file
ID verification - ID provided opposite of what is on SURE file

S0 a0 oo

ID verification - no response
ID verification - ID doesn't match SURE file
J. Correctly dated in date blanks/signed front of declaration envelope

k. Signed and dated front of declaration envelope



Provisional Ballot Sufficiency Determination
Not in SURE

Cancelled registration

Registered in another county

Not signed by voter

Only one voter signature

Signature doesn’t match

Voted in-person

No Ward/Division on Envelope Returned Mail in or Absentee that was
counted

I. Not enclosed in secrecy envelope

J. Not signed by board workers

I OoOmMmMmoDoO®>E

C.) Additional Non-Agenda Items
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