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APPEARANCES

CATHERI NE " CATRI NA" VERA, ESQUI RE
Kl ehr, Harrison, Harvey & Banzburg, LLP
1835 Market Street
Sui te 1400
Phi | adel phia, PA 19103
COUNSEL FOR PHI LADELPHI A CI TY COW SSI ONERS

PATRI CK STEGEMCELLER, ESQUI RE
Asi an Anerican Legal Defense and Education Fund
Senior Staff Attorney, Voting R ghts
99 Hudson Street, 12th Fl oor
New York, NY 10013-2815
COUNSEL FOR ASI AN AMERI CAN LEGAL DEFENSE AND
EDUCATI ON FUND

ALSO PRESENT:

AL SHARI FF NASSI F, Taxpayer on behalf of Al Voting is
Local and Coalition Ctizens for Language Access

VEI CHEN, G vil Engagenent Director with Asian
Anmericans United and Community Person of South

Phi | adel phi a

VI VI AN CHANG, Executive Director of Asian Anericans
Uni t ed
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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAIR  Good afternoon. | call to order the
neeting of the Philadel phia Gty Comm ssioners
Return Board for Monday, June 8, 2026. This
nmeeting is in conpliance with the Pennsyl vani a
Sunshine Act. Philadelphia Cty Conmm ssioners,
our three nenber Bipartisan Board of el ected
officials in charge of Elections, Board of
Regi strations for the Gty of Phil adel phi a.

Each Comm ssioner is elected to serve a
four-year termthat coincides with the nunici pal
el ection cycle for Mayor and Gty Council. The
Comm ssi oner set and enforce departnental policies
to adm ni ster voter registration and conduct
el ections in accordance with federal and state
voter registration and el ection | aws.

City Conm ssioners were created by the
Pennsyl vani a Assenbly in 1711, but they focused on
taxation and held various regul atory powers
t hroughout the centuries. The Conmm ssioners
started maintaining voter lists in 1799 and t ook
on nore election-related responsibility, but
didn't energe in its current formuntil the

adoption of Phil adel phia's Hone Rule Charter in
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1951.

W will start off with public coments.
Bef ore beginning their comments, commenters shall
state where they live or if they are not a
resi dent of Philadel phia, that they are a
Phi | adel phi a taxpayer. Public comment is not an
opportunity for dialogue or Qand A It is public
comment, a chance for you to tell us what you
t hi nk. Each speaker will have two mnutes to
speak. However, | may extend the tine at ny
di scretion. Public coment nust concern matters
on today's neeting agenda.

Finally, it is ny responsibility to preserve
the order and decorum of the neetings as such
pr of ane, sl anderous, discrimnatory, personal
attacks will not be tolerated. |f you wsh to
make a public objection to a perceived Sunshi ne
Act violation, please raise your hand and | w ||
recogni ze you. Qutbursts will not be tol erated.
Anyone wi shing to offer public comment, please
step forward.

MR. CHEN:. May | speak?

CHAI R Yes, you may.

MR. CHEN. (Good afternoon and thank you for

having me be here to testifying. M nane is Wi

Page 6
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Chen. [I'ma Cvic Engagenent Director with the

Asian Anericans United. Also, |I'ma comunity
person of South Phil adel phia living in South
Philly.

|"'m here today to highlight the fundanental
I ssue that continue to underm ne the voting right
of the Asian Anerican community in Phil adel phi a;
the persistence of the failure to providing
meani ngf ul | anguage access. W are here today to
--- we're here today because we urge that --- we
urge there's to be concrete neasures to be taking
ahead of the general election.

Since 2021, the City has been | egal request
to provide effective and | anguage access to
Chi nese-speaki ng voters in every el ection cycle.
We continue to docunent poll |ocation with no
interpreter at all. For interpreter who did not
speak the dialogue with the right |anguage voter
actually used. Even the interpreter are present,
the voter often could not have no way to know it
because there's no sign, no visibility and no
proacti ve outreach

As one of the poll workers tell us, we don't
--- we don't have any non-English voter in our

world. The statement that is both incorrect and
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deeply is encouraged navigate English provision
hol der. This action is a key problemw th
cityw de shortage of translation material, Chinese
body --- Chinese synbol body was m ssing across
the city, wwth only one copy per division at the
many sites. A few translation naterial would
exi st where --- at the place behind polling

wor kers, the people were deep inside the building
where the voter could not find.

Sonet hing as sinple as place, a voting here
sign at the street-level or floor post additional
sanple bullet at the entry maki ng neani ngf ul
difference. LAP voter also recognized a pin
sanple by the paper. So nore of the --- each, you
know, solve of the problem Language barrier
prevents a voter from understanding their ballot,
navi gating polling | ocation and al so exerci sing
their right and their denocracy. Wen the
| anguage acts failed, denocracy failed, our
communi ty was di srespect ed.

We are asking Cty Comm ssioner Ofice to
taking this seriously, ensure the interpreter
present and in the right polling |ocation, visible
and grant the --- guarantee the translation

material are fully stocked in a sentinel as a
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trade --- and trade poll worker as they understand
that both I aw and they neet the needs of the
community they serve.

The right to vote should never depend on the
| anguage they speak in or the polling worker you
encounter. Thank you.

CHAIR  Thank you, appreciate it. |s there
anybody el se?

MR CHEN. 1'd like to thank you all for
comng out. W appreciate it.

M5. CHANG Yeah, thanks for having us.

MR. CHEN. W don't get that many visitors.

M5. CHANG | know. Exploring new places in
the northeast. So thank you for the chance to
speak. M nane is Vivian Chang, | live in the
Chi nat own North nei ghborhood and I' mthe Executive
Director of Asian Americans United.

So continuing on what Wi's testinony
shared, we want to focus on basically barriers
that are created for limted English proficient
voters, especially Asian Anerican voters that we
wor k wit h.

There are real training gaps and especially,
ki nd of, dangerous attitudes anong poll workers

that create these barriers. |'ve been part of the
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Poll Monitoring Team for several election cycles,

and unfortunately seen these persist.

So what we've docunented, for exanple, is
that some poll workers dism ss the need for
interpreters. So when we ask them about, you
know, what they --- what | anguages --- or what
| anguage nmaterials they provide or whether they
think that this is sonething that they need, we've
had poll workers who say, just |ike Wi said, they
don't have any non-English speakers in their ward.
And that's physically possible. But that kind of
perspective could create these barriers where
non- Engl i sh-speaking or |imted English-speaking
voters don't all feel confortable voting at those
polls or reaching out.

Al so on Penn's canpus, that we've al ways
visit a fewsites, and there's a | ot of
I nternational students or just fol ks who m ght be
wor king there. And the attitude there is |iKke,
wel |, everyone has to pass this English exam so
they don't need this help. But we're supposed to
be a welcomng city, so ---. W have to be able
to kind of address this through a ot of training
gaps because these --- these are assunptions.

And, you know, for sone fol ks, maybe they've been
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. . . . Page 11
working this for a long tine and their

nei ghbor hood changes; they don't realize |ike,

hey, | have nore inmgrants or nore new citizens

I n nmy nei ghborhood. And as these assunptions keep
persisting, that discourages voters from seeking
hel p.

This is also msinformation and is now, you
know, already adding to the escal ations from
i npacts from | CE and nyt hs about noncitizens
voting. So we want fol ks who are naturalized
citizens to feel like they have the right and they
have the power to be at the polls as well. So
t hese training gaps have serious consequences.

In addition to | anguage access, one of our
youth, it was a first-tinme voter, she just turned
18, but she was denied a ballot at first because a
poll worker told her that her student |ID did not
count as a photo ID.

When she produced a second id, she was still
I ssued a wong ball ot because the poll, the
el ectroni c book, did not show her party
affiliation even though she registered properly.
So instead of resolving that issue, the poll
wor ker said, we'll fix it for Novenber, just vote

t he nonpartisan ballot today. And they accused
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) . . Page 12
the voter of trying to vote twi ce when she tried

to fix the problemafter calling us.

So these are not isolated incidents. And if
that 18-year-old kid had not known to call AAU,
she woul d have just lost the right that day on the
very first tine voting. So these are often very
systemc relations to training. So poll workers,
unfortunately many don't know what materials are
in their boxes. They're --- they're don't know
how i nterpreters get assigned or why they may or
m ght not be there today. They often don't
necessarily use the |anguage hotli ne.

So this reflects like --- a lot of tines
it's like, yes, folks think, okay, |'ve done this
for years and years. O nmybe the training is
kind of like a thing you just go to and you're not
really listening to. But these are really, really
I nportant issues, especially as we want to stay a
wel coming city.

O her things we've seen and things that the
conprehensive training needs to cover is |ike what
materials are provided, how do you use it. |
think again, a lot of folks mght be famliar with
sone of it, but they're really not necessarily

goi ng through at that |evel of detail. Training
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shoul d cover how interpreters should be working,
where they should be sitting visible to the
voters. | think sonetines there's not enough
I nteraction between poll workers and interpreters.
They should al so cover in training, |ike, how do
you identify and assist limted English proficient
voters? Sonetinmes folks leave it up to the
interpreter or if they don't have any, again, they
just assune, well, there's no LEP voters at ny
| ocati on.

Trai ning should al so cover howto resolve ID
and ballot issues correctly and just, you know,
basically, like, how do we treat voters with
respect? How do we be nore opening, and wel com ng
and not just, kind of, |ike receive whoever cones
i n here whether they cone or not?

So, yeah, we were --- we just really
appreciate you all taking the tinme to listen. W
al so appreci ate Comm ssioner Bl uestein com ng out
and just, like, visiting polls with us because |
think even | was |ike, oh, yeah, I"'msure it works
this way or that. But seeing it every day on, you
know, election day, it, like, really hel ps kind of
under st and, okay, what does it | ook |ike for
voter, especially a new voter, or especially
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soneone who is interacting with our civic systens
on el ection day, and they're like, oh, | don't
know how to interact with this person? | my not
be able to speak this confidently enough.

So, yeah, we just appreciate you all taking
the time to listen today and definitely encourage,
you know, to reach out and definitely want to be
in touch. Thank you.

CHAI R Sure.

ATTORNEY STEGEMCELLER: Hel |l o,

Comm ssioners. Thank you very nuch for having ne.
My nane is Patrick Stegenoeller. | amnot a

t axpayi ng resident of Phil adel phia, not because |
don't pay taxes, but because |I'm not a resident.

| ama Voting Rights Attorney with the Asian
Anerican Legal Defense Fund. | have been worKking
i n Philadel phia for the past five years to expand
| anguage access and help the Gty reach the goal
of conpliance with all State and Federal Voting

Ri ghts Acts.

And to followup on the testinony from ny
friends at AAU, | would like to read into the
record five clear recommendati ons that AALDEF can
give to the Gty to ensure conpliance with its

federal obligations under Section 203 and Hel p

Page 14
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Anmerica Votes (sic) Act.

This is part of a observation letter that we
recently just filed with your offices and put into
the record. But 1'd like to read these five
recommendations in as well.

First, inprove poll site signage and
visibility. Ensure all polling sites have
multiple visible vote here signs wwth a ward
division listings and notices indicating the
availability of interpreters and sanple ballots in
all relevant covered | anguages, which in
Phi | adel phi a woul d be Chi nese and Spani sh.

Second, ensure adequate transl ated
materi al s, which nmeans providing sufficient
guantities of translated sanple ballots and ensure
that they are promi nently displayed and accessi bl e
to voters.

Third, strengthen interpreter prograns,
i ncrease interpreter coverage, ensure proper
pl acenent at --- near entrances so that voters are
able to actually access the interpretive services
avail able to them and require proactive engagenent
W th voters.

Fourth, enhanced poll worker training,

provi de updat ed conprehensive training on | anguage

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
O M W N B O ©W 00 ~N O 0o M W N P O

Return Board Meeting

. . ) ) Page 16
access requi renent S, | nt er pr eter coordination and

vot er assi stance protocols.

Finally, fifth, expand preel ection outreach,
distribute multilingual materials in community
spaces and notify voters about the availability of
interpreters and | anguage assi stance services in
advance of upcom ng elections. Thank you all
again for your tine. Thank you for your
comm tnent to ensuring the people of Phil adel phia
are able to vote in accordance with their state
and federal rights. And have a great rest for
nmeet i ng.

CHAIR  Thank you. Anyone el se?

MR. NASSI F. Good afternoon, Comm ssioners.
My nane is Al Sharif Nassif. |1've been a taxpayer
based in West Phil adel phia for nmuch of the | ast
decade. And |I'm here on behalf of the
organi zation All Voting is Local as well as the
Coalition Citizens for Language Access. Both are
dedi cated to protecting the franchi se and ensuring
the right to vote for all the Phil adel phi ans.

First, I do want to thank really all of you
for the --- the challenging and soneti nes
t hankl ess work of the Comm ssion. Wen over a

dozen community-|ed organi zati ons asked for
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I ncreased | anguage accessibility and voting, the

Comm ssion acted and you passed the Language
Access Accessibility Mtion expansi on unani nously
or bipartisan effort. You tripled the | anguages
that are --- of our election materials and

I nproved access to the ballot for at |east 47,000
and maybe up to 87,000 Phil adel phia citizens of
voting age or limted English proficiency. And
this is according to the U S. Census Bureau.

And you all created the Language Access
Advi sory Commttee to keep this work noving
forward so that Phil adel phia can set the standard
for best practice in the birthplace of Anmerican
denocracy. And we're all here today because we
believe in that prom se and we stand ready to
buil d upon that prom se that you' ve al ready taken
steps toward.

And so | just want to nmake a few asks.
First, let's reconvene the Advisory Committee.
The nenbers hol d deep expertise across our
| anguage communities and the Gty needs --- needs
them back at the table.

Second, let's bring the full capacity of all
three offices into dialogue with that conmttee.

This work shouldn't rest on just one office. It

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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gets strongest when the |abor is shared. Let's
all work together to inplenent the Conm ssion's
policy.

And third, let's just consider the steps

necessary for Philadelphia to fully conply with

Chi nese | anguage accessibility. Menbers of the
Advi sory Board and supporting organi zations, we
stand ready to hel p address any barriers that

m ght affect Chinese Phil adel phia voters. And,
you know, it's our strong preference to work
constructively and col | aboratively to ensure
conpliance and to troubl eshoot.

And, you know, given the history of the

that we'll have --- you know, we have full
confidence that we'll see this nmonentum nove
forward and we | ook forward to coll aborati ng.

Thank you.

and doing work, we don't go fishing after

el ections, you know, this departnment, we work

Page 18

federal voting rights law, especially Section 203

of the Voting R ghts Act, which requires |anguage,

positive steps of the Comm ssion, there's no doubt

CHAIR:  Anybody el se public coment? Thank
you for the coments everyone. W definitely | ook

forward to getting our --- rolling up our sleeves
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hard. So let's work together as we nove the

system

Secretary Bluestein, were there any enuil
public comments?

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN:  Thank you,
Chairman. Al coments that were email ed were
shared with the Comm ssioners, and Deputies and
have been provided to each Comm ssioner at the
begi nning of the neeting. They're also avail able
at the public coment table. W request received
one comment for this week's neeting from Leah Wng
of AALDEF related to | anguage accessibility
observations on el ection day.

|"ve reviewed the comment and asked that it
be noved into the record.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN:  |'ve al so revi ewed
t hem

VICE CHAIR |'ve also reviewd them and
agree that they should be noved into the record.

CHAIR We w il now proceed to new business.
The Board will now sign the certification for the
May 19, 2026 primary el ection.

Any additional comments by Conm ssioners?

(WHEREUPON, A PAUSE | N THE RECORD WAS HELD. )
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Page 20

CHAIR W will now nove to the additional
comments by Comm ssioners. Al right, M. Deeley,
do we have any ot her business related to the
neeting?

VICE CHAIR | have none. Thank you.

CHAIR: Secretary Bluestein, do you have any
business to related to this neeting?

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | have none, thank
you.

CHAIR | would like to thank all the staff
working tirelessly and have a successful election.
El ection results, we were at --- | believe we were
at 99 percent before mdnight. So kudos to the
changes that we're nmaking. Again, staff
definitely want you all to feel free to
experi ence, you know, new things when it cones to
our el ections.

When | first was el ected, one of the things
with older staffers were always telling ne was
that the way we've been doing things because we've
al ways been doing it this way, wasn't of no clear
reason. So, again, keep comng up wth new
I nnovati on needed ideas for us to give the

citizens of Philadel phia the election. Ckay.
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Thank you, Comm ssioners. As always, ny
col l eagues, | really appreciate you all. | know
it's not easy being at the top. You know, you
tal ked about things |ike death threats and
scrutiny. You know, it's very hard to be a
Commi ssioner in the Gty of Philadelphia. So Vice
Chair, Ms. Deeley, | thank you for your service.
Secretary Bluestein, | appreciate you for your
service as well.

A notion to adjourn this neeting of the
Return Board. |s there a second?

VICE CHAIR  Second.

CHAIR  Secretary Bluestein, please call the
roll.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN:  Vice Chair Heel ey?

MS. HEELEY: Aye.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | vote aye.
Chai rman Sabi r?

CHAIR Aye. Meeting is adjourned.

ok K K KX K x %
HEARI NG CONCLUDED AT 12:21 P. M
ok K K K K K %
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Return Board Meeting

CERTI FI CATE

that the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken

my ability.
Dated the 9th day of June, 2026

il

Hal ey All en,

Court Reporter

Page 22

| hereby certify, as the stenographic reporter,

stenographically by ne, and thereafter reduced to
typewiting by ne or under ny direction; and that this

transcript is a true and accurate record to the best of
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