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JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  |' m Judge
James Crumlish and | amsitting as Chair of
the Return Board. Wth ne today also is
Judge Furl ong and Judge Johnson.

Good afternoon, all. So, first of
all, I will remnd all that it is ny duty
and obligation to preserve order and decorum
in these neetings. Everyone in attendance
shoul d be on notice that shouting or
di sruptive conduct won't be tol erat ed.
Those who violate this rule may be asked to
| eave.

The Sunshi ne Act permts anyone
attending a public neeting to object to a
perceived violation at any tinme during the
neeting. |If you choose to do so, please
succinctly state your objection and |'|
rem nd you that an objection is not an
opportunity for litigation or speechnaking.

Next, we will now nove to public
comment. Commentors shall state where they
live or if they're not a resident of
Phi | adel phia that they are a Phil adel phi a

taxpayer or since this is the Return Board
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whi ch candi date, if any, they represent.

Public comments are not an
opportunity to engage in a dial ogue or
guestions and answers with the Board. It is
public coment. It is a chance for you to
tell us what you think. Each speaker shal
have approximately two m nutes. However, |
may in my discretion extend that tinme. Al
public coments nust be rel evant or gernmane
to the Board and the Board business.

Finally, it is ny responsibility
to preserve such order and decorumin these
neetings. And as such, profane, sl anderous,
di scrimnatory, or ad homnem that is
personal attacks, won't be tol erated.
Anyone wi shing to offer a public comment may
pl ease step forward.

MR, GARELLA: (Good afternoon.

On behalf -- ny nane is Rich Garella. On
behal f of Protect Qur Vote Philly, | note
and object to the serious violations of the
Pennsyl vani a Sunshi ne Act that took place at
this Board's May 26t h neeting.

In particular, in the course of
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consi deri ng whether to accept provisional
ballots in a category naned chain of custody
I ssue, nmenbers of this Board conversed anong
t hensel ves about the official business at
hand. This discussion was nostly inaudi bl e
to the public as the nmenbers wi thdrew from
the m crophones and spoke quietly.

For the record, portions of that
conversation included Secretary Furl ong
aski ng, Yeah, what is that, chain of
custody? And is this where they left it in
the trunk of the ward | eader's car? And
mentioning the R ver Wards.

Chair Crunlish participated but
his responses are inaudible except when he
says, True story. There's nore but if any
of these quotations are not accurate, |
invite you to correct themnow so that they
appear accurately on the transcript.

This Board viol ated the Sunshi ne
Act by deliberating out of hearing of the
public at a supposedly open neeting. In
addition, it withheld fromthe public the

nunber of votes being considered; the
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division, the division for wards where their
chain of custody issue supposedly took place
and the nature of the issues. The public
was left wwth no way to understand what was
bei ng voted on or what the basis of the
Board' s deci si on was.

Candi dates were |left with no way
to know i f the issues nay have i npacted
their results or if these provisional
bal |l ots were even present during the
el ecti on code nmandat ed observati on peri od,
that is whether election code was al so
vi ol at ed.

These are serious violations that
underm ne trust and the integrity of our
el ections along with the very evident |ack
of docunented chain of custody procedures.
We urge the Board to explain now exactly
what happened and to create actual chain of
cust ody protections that are docunented for
the public. Thank you.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Thank you.
Judge Furlong, do we have any public

comments that have been e-mail ed?
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JUDGE FURLONG  Thank you,
M. Chairman. Judge Crumish, as of 9:45
a.m, the Gty Comm ssioners Ofice received
no public coments via e-mail.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Thank you
very much, Judge Furlong. Having said that,
we' || now nove to new business which is the
category signing of the certification for
the 2023 primary el ection.

The record will reflect that Judge
Johnson, Judge Furlong, and nyself have
executed the Certificate of Elections for
the primary election of 2023. Judge
Furl ong, do we have any additional agenda
itens?

JUDGE FURLONG  No, your
Honor .

JUDGE CRUM.I SH:  Judge
Johnson, do we have any additional agenda
itens?

JUDGE JOHNSON: No, M.
Chai r man.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: W wi |

stand in recess until the call of the Chair.
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The conduct of this neeting has concl uded.

(This concludes the neeting.)
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