© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Kevin Richardson

*x % % % *x % *x *x *

VEETI NG

*x * * * * * * *x *

BEFORE: OMAR SABI R, Chair
Li sa Deel ey, Vice Chair
Seth Bl uestein, Conm ssioner
HEARI NG Friday, May 29, 2026
11: 59 a. m
LOCATION: City Conm ssioners Election Warehouse
11311 Roosevelt Boul evard
Phi | adel phia, PA 19152
W TNESSES: Kevin Ri chardson

Reporter: Enma Edwar ds

Any reproduction of this transcript
IS prohibited wthout authorization

by the certifying agency.

Page 1

BEFORE THE PHI LADELPHI A CI TY COW SSI ONERS

I N RE: PHI LADELPH A CI TY COW SSI ONERS RETURN BOARD

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Kevin Richardson

Page 2

| NDE X
DI SCUSSI ON AMONG PARTI ES 4 - 17
CERTI FI CATE 18
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. \ LE XITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Kevin Richardson

Nunber

EXHI BI TS

Descri ption

NONE OFFERED

Page

Page 3

Page

Ofered Admtted

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

\LEXITAS




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Kevin Richardson

Page 4
PROCEEDI NGS

CHAIR. Called to order the neeting of the
Phi | adel phia Gty Comm ssioners Return Board for
Friday, May 29, 2026. This neeting is in
conpliance with the Pennsyl vania Sunshi ne Act.

Phi | adel phia Gty Conm ssioners are a three
nmenber bipartisan board of elected officials in
charge of elections and voter registrations for
the City of Philadel phia. Each Conm ssioner is
el ected to serve a four-year termthat coincides
with the nmunicipal election cycle for Mayor and
Cty Council.

The Comm ssioners set and enforce
departnental policies to adm ni ster voter
regi stration and conduct el ections in accordance
with federal state voter registration election
| aws.

City Conm ssioners were created by The
Pennsyl vani a Assenbly 1711 with a focus on
taxation. Held various regulatory congress
t hroughout the centuries. The Conm ssioners
started maintaining voter lists in 1799. Took on
nore election-related responsibilities. Didn't

enmerge into its current formuntil the adoption of
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Phi | adel phi a Hone Charter 1951.

We start off with public comments. Before
begi nning their comments, commenters shall state
where they live or if they're not a resident of
Phi | adel phia and that they are a Phil adel phi a
t axpayer.

Public comment is not an opportunity for
di al ogue or Qand A. This public comment is a
chance for you to tell us what you think. Each
speaker will have two mnutes to speak. However,
| may extend the tinme at ny discretion. Public
conment nust concern nmatters on today's neeting
agenda.

Finally, it is my responsibility to preserve
t he order and decorum of the neetings as such
pr of ane, sl anderous, discrimnatory, personal
attacks will not be tolerated. If you wishto
make a public objection to a perceived Sunshi ne
Act violation, please raise your hand and | w |
recogni ze you. Qutbursts will not be tolerated.

Anyone w shing to offer public coment,
pl ease step forward. Having none we will now
proceed to email comments.

Secretary Bluestein, were there any enmuil

public comments?
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VMR. BLUESTEI N: As of 10:45 a.m there were

no emai |l public comments.

CHAIR W will now proceed to new busi ness.

We begin by considering our first agenda item
under new busi ness. Provisional ball ot
sufficiency determnation. These categories wll
be presented by our Board of Registration

Adm ni strator, Kevin Richardson.

MR, RI CHARDSON: Good norni ng,

Comm ssioners. Ckay. Qur first category is, we
have 18 ballots that had no board worker
signatures on themat all.

CHAIR | nove that this board counts
provisional ballots in this category. |Is there a
second?

MS. DEELEY: M. Chairman, if | may?
Remarks on the notion. It is the board nenbers'
responsibility to sign their section of the
provi si onal ballot envelope. | do not believe
that the voters should be disenfranchised for
m st akes nade by el ecti on board workers.

MR, BLUESTEIN. M. Chairman, may | pl ease
ask, Kevin ---7

CHAI R Yes, you may.

MR. BLUESTEIN. Kevin, are there any
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qguesti ons about the chain of custody of these reoe !
bal | ot s?

MR, RI CHARDSON:  None.

CHAIR |Is there a second?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

CHAIR  Secretary Bluestein, please call the
roll.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: Aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye.

Chai rman Sabir.

CHAIR  Aye.

Pl ease proceed.

MR. RI CHARDSON. (kay. The next category is
not in the system Staff determ ned the people
were not registered. W have 115 ball ots.

CHAIR | nove that this board does not
count provisional ballots in this category. |Is
there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

CHAIR: Secretary Bluestein, please call the
rule.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: Aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye.
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Chai rman Sabir?

CHAIR  Aye. Please proceed.

MR RI CHARDSON: The next category is
regi stered out of county. W have 150 ball ots.

CHAIR | nove that this board does not
count provisional ballots in this category. |Is
there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

MR. BLUESTEIN:. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: Aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN:. | vote aye.

Chai rman Sabi r?

CHAIR  Aye. Please proceed.

MR. RI CHARDSON. The next category is the
voter has been canceled. There's 20 ball ots.

CHAIR | nove that this Board does not
count out original ballots in this category. |Is
there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

CHAIR  Secretary Bl uestein, please call
roll.

MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey.

MS. DEELEY: Ayes.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye.

Chai rman Sabir?
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CHAIR  Aye. Please proceed.

MR, RI CHARDSON: The next category is where
the staff determ ned that the voter vote in person
at the polling place. W have 46 ball ots.

CHAIR | nove that this board does not
count provisional ballots in this category. |Is
there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

CHAIR M. Bluestein, please call the roll.

MR, BLUESTEIN: Vice Chair Deel ey?

MB. DEELEY: Aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN: | vote aye.

Chai rman Sabi r?

CHAIR Aye. Please proceed.

MR. RI CHARDSON: The next category is where
the voter had a nail-in ballot that was already
counted. There were 17 ball ots.

CHAIR | nove that this Board does not
count provisional ballots in this category. |Is
there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

CHAIR: Secretary Bluestein, please call
roll.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey.

MS. DEELEY: Aye.
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MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye.

Chai rman Sabir?

CHAIR. Aye. Pl ease proceed.

MR. RI CHARDSON. The next category is where
the voter failed to sign the provisional ballot.

CHAIR | nove that this Board does not
count provisional ballots in this category. |Is
there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

CHAIR  Secretary Bluestein, please call the
roll.

MR, BLUESTEIN:. Vice Chair Deel ey?

M5. DEELEY: Aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN: | vote aye.

Chai rman Sabir?

CHAIR  Aye. Please proceed.

MR, RICHARDSON: The next category is where
the voter only signed once on the provisional
ballot. There was 45 ballots.

CHAIR  Vice Chair Deeley, do you want to
make a comment ?

MS. DEELEY: Yes. | have questions for
Kevin on this category.

CHAIR: Pl ease proceed.

MS. DEELEY: Kevin, was there a signature on

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Kevin Richardson

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 11
t he envel ope?

MR. RI CHARDSON. There was one voter
signature on the envel ope. Yes.

M5. DEELEY: Was the staff able to conpare
that signature to the registered voter in the SURE
system

MR, RI CHARDSON: Yes, they were.

M5. DEELEY: In all cases, the signature was
determ ned to be genui ne?

MR. RICHARDSON:. That is correct.

M5. DEELEY: Kevin, did all the voters in
this category sign on the |eft side and not on the
right side? O did sone sign on the right and not
on the left?

MR. RI CHARDSON: Sone on the left, sonme on
the right.

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman, | would like to
request this category be broken out into two
different votes. One that deals with the voters
that signed in location one, but not two. And
anot her for voters that signed in two, but not
one.

The reason for this is because in RE canvas
of provisional ballots in the 2024 prinmary
election, it deals with the fornmer and there has

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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Thank you.
CHAIR Need a second. Second?

SW nging at the two separate notions in this
voting on the ballots.

CHAIR  Ckay.

CHAIR Wat's the ---7?

Kevi n.

MR. RI CHARDSON: No, | don't.

Cone back.

(WHEREUPON, A PAUSE | N THE RECORD WAS HELD. )

MR, RI CHARDSON: Okay. Conmi ssioners,
did the breakdown. It turns out there's 45

signatures on the left, zero on the right.

has offered a different |ine of the el ection.

. Page 12
not been a case that deals with the left. Each

MR. BLUESTEI N: M. Chairman, |I'l|l second

the Vice Chair's notion. | have no problemwth

MR, BLUESTEIN. | don't have a problemw th

MR, BLUESTEIN. Do you have those nunbers,

CHAIR So let's take a --- let's take a

five-mnute recess. Let's break everything up.

we

CHAIR So | believe that this board does
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not count violence in both categories. |Is there a
second?

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman, may | make
remar ks on the notion?

CHAI R Sure.

M5. DEELEY: My previous statenents apply
here, but as | stated earlier, the court case that
created this category only deals with the voters
who signed in |ine one, but not |line two. Those
voters ran a PAL of 25 PS3050. These voters
conplied wwth line three around a failed |ine two.
It is a difference. Wile it's very technical,
there is not a case that applies here. As Kevin
stated, these voters were determned to be
genui ne, qualified voters. | believe that these
voters should not be disenfranchised. Thank you.

MR BLUESTEIN: Chairman, |'ll second the
not i on.

CHAIR: Please call roll.

MR. BLUESTEIN:. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: No.

MR, BLUESTEIN: | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAIR  Aye. Please proceed.

MR, RI CHARDSON: Ckay.

The next category is we had one federal
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voter tried to vote by provisional bail. There
was one federal voter. No ballots were in the
decl arati on envel ope. There were three of those
and there were 18 naked ball ots.

CHAIR | nove that this board does not
count ---.

M5. DEELEY: Excuse ne, M. Chairman.
have a question for Kevin on this category.

CHAI R Sure.

M5. DEELEY: Kevin, with these voters
determ ned to be registered voters?

MR RI CHARDSON:  Yes.

M5. DEELEY: They signed the Affidavit.

Correct?

MR RI CHARDSON: Correct.

M5. DEELEY: So the only thing wong with
these ballots is that they are not inside a
secrecy envel ope.

Correct?

MR. RICHARDSON:. That is correct.

M5. DEELEY: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

CHAIR Do we have a second on the notion?

MR, BLUESTEIN. 1'll second the notion to
not ---.
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MS. DEELEY: M. Chairman, renmarks on the

not i on.

CHAIR. Pl ease proceed.

M5. DEELEY: | believe whether or not a
ballot is in a secrecy envel ope not material in
det erm ni ng whet her or not such individual is
correct qualified under state law to vote in such
el ections. But unlike the mail ballots, where the
voters are filling themout on a kitchen table,
these voters are doing this process in a polling
pl ace. The Judge of Election should be
instructing themto place their ballot in a
secrecy envelope. So this is a poll worker error
that we should not be punishing the voter for.

Furthernore, the difference here is that
provi sional ballots are outlined in federal |aw
To Hel p Anerica Vote Act end, this is a federal
election. State |law determnes if soneone is
eligible to vote. If we determ ne these voters to
be registered and that they sign the Affidavit and
that they have not already voted in any other way,
then we nust count them PA |aw has extra
hurdl es, but putting a ballot in a secrecy
envel ope has no bearing on whether or not soneone

is qualified to vote. | believe that the
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Pennsylvania lawis in conflict wwth the Help
Anerica Vote Act. This has not --- this has not
been the sub --- this has not been the subject of
recent court challenges. And therefore, | believe
that these ballots should count.

CHAI R Conmi ssi oner Bluestein, do you want
to comment ?

MR, BLUESTEIN. Thank you, M. Chairman. |
woul d just say that | --- | agree with
Comm ssi oner Deeley's sentinents, but
unfortunately | think we're bound by state | aws.

CHAIR Please call the roll.

MR. BLUESTEIN:. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: No.

MR, BLUESTEIN: | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAIR  Chair. Al right. Thank you.

MR, RI CHARDSON: Thank you, Conm ssioners.

CHAIR  Vice Chair Deeley, did you have any
ot her business to raise at this neeting?

M5. DEELEY: | have none. Thank you.

CHAIR  Secretary Bluestein, did you have
any other business to be raised at this neeting.

MR, BLUESTEIN. | have none. Thank you.

CHAIR O course, as always, | say thank
you to the staff. And as always, |'d |ike to say
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Eid Mubarak to all the practicing Muslins who are
celebrating Eid al-Adha, a three-day cel ebrati on.
And today marks the third day of the cel ebration.
Thank you, Conm ssi oners.
COURT REPORTER  Does the transcript usually
go to Ms. Vega?
MR. BLUESTEIN:. Yes.
ok K K K K %
MEETI NG CONCLUDED AT 12:23 P. M
ok K K K K %
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
o0 N W N P O © O N O U M W N O

Kevin Richardson

Page 18
CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify, as the stenographic reporter,
that the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken
stenographically by ne, and thereafter reduced to
typewiting by nme or under ny direction; and that this
transcript is a true and accurate record to the best of
my ability.

Dat ed the 1st day of June, 2026 ii;?ﬁ”“' ﬁff{tyfw{ g

Enrma Edwar ds,

Court Reporter
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