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PROCEEDI NGS
(11: 00 a. m)
CHAI RMAN SABIR. Good norning. | call to order

the neeting of the Philadelphia Cty Conm ssioner's
Return board for Wednesday, May 28th, 2025. This
neeting is in conpliance with the Pennsyl vani a
Sunshine Act. The Phil adel phia Gty Conm ssioners, a
t hree- menber bi partisan board of elected officials in
charge of elections and voter registration for the
city of Phil adel phi a.

Each Comm ssioner is elected to serve a
four-year termthat coincides with the nunicipa
el ection cycle for mayor and city council. The
Conmm ssi oner set and enforce departnental policies to
adm ni ster voter registration and conduct elections in
accordance with federal and state voter registration
and el ection | aws.

The City Conm ssioners were created by the
Pennsyl vani a assenbly in 1711 with a focus on taxation
and hel d various regul atory powers throughout the
century. The Conm ssioner started maintaining voter
lists in 1799 and took on nore election-rel ated
responsibilities, but didn't emerge into its current
formuntil the adoption of Phil adel phia's Honme Rule

Charter in 1951.
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W will start off with public comments.

Bef ore begi nning their comments, commenters shal

state where they live or if they are not a resident of
Phi | adel phia, that they are a Phil adel phi a taxpayer.
Public comment is not an opportunity for dialogue or Q
and A. It is public cooment, a chance for you to tel
us what you think.

Each speaker will have two mnutes to speak.
However, | may extend the tine at ny discretion.
Public comment nust concern matters on today's neeting
agenda. Finally, it is ny responsibility to preserve
t he order and decorum of the neetings as such,
pr of ane, sl anderous, discrimnatory, or persona
attacks wll not be tol erated.

If you wiwsh to nmake a public objection to a
per cei ved Sunshi ne Act violation, please raise your
hand and I will recognize you. Qutbursts will not be
tolerated. Anyone wishing to offer public comment,
pl ease step forward. Hearing none. W wll now nove
to report fromour secretary for email public
comments. Secretary Bluestein, are there any enuil
public coments?

MR, BLUESTEIN: As of 9:45 a.m, there were no
emai | public comments.

CHAI RMAN SABIR  Thank you. W wll now proceed
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to old business. First, we have a report from our

di rector of operation, M. Joseph Lynch. Good
nor ni ng, Joe.

MR, LYNCH: Morning conm ssioners.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Good nor ni ng.

MR, LYNCH: Not nuch to report fromlast week.
Like I said, after the election |ast week everything
went great. W're way ahead of the gane. Al we're
doing is clean up now. W're working on surrenders
and then next week we'll do the two percent audit and
shoul d be able to certify not long after that.
Everyt hing went wel .

I wanted to thank the comm ssioners for your
support and especially our civil service staff for
what they did throughout the year or throughout this
cycle. And we're looking forward to getting on board
with the Novenber election. That's all | have. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN SABIR  Thank you, Joe. Vice Chair
Deel ey, did you have any questions or coments?

MS. DEELEY: | have none. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Secretary?

MR, BLUESTEIN. | have none. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Thank you, Joe. Really

appreci ate your service and appreciate the new
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rollouts that were inplenented in this el ection.

Thank you. This conpletes our old business for
today's neeting. W wll now proceed to new business.
We'l |l begin by considering the first agenda item on

t he new busi ness, Ml Ballot Sufficiency
Determinations. W will call up our deputy executive
of conpliance of vote by mail. Dana, wel cone.

M5. ECKROADE: (i ndiscernible)

CHAI RMAN SABIR  Good norning. Can you pl ease
read the first category and nunber of votes, please?

M5. ECKROADE: No date. W have 185 ball ots.

CHAI RMAN SABIR | nove that this board count.

Is there a second?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

MS. DEELEY: M. Chairnman, remarks on the notion,
pl ease?

CHAI RMAN SABI R:  Yes, you mmy.

MS. DEELEY: Last year, a mpjority of this board
voted to not count undated and misstated ballots in
two special elections for the State House. | voted to
count them based on the Commonweal th Court's majority
opinion in Black Political Enpowernent Project v.
Schmdt. |In that case, the Commonweal th Court's order
was eventual |y vacated on technical grounds and the

Pennsyl vani a Suprene Court did not rule on the nerits
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of the constitutional argunent.

This board's majority vote was reversed by
t he Phil adel phia Court of Comon Pl eas on appeal in
the Baxter case. That ruling was affirned by the
Commonweal th Court on the basis that not counting
those ballots violates the free and equal el ections
cl ause of the Pennsylvania Constitution. That order
has been stayed and is currently on appeal to the
Pennsyl vani a Suprene Court.

But without a ruling fromthe Suprene Court
sayi ng otherwi se and the facts being the sane, and the
common pl eas deci sion has not been stayed, we are the
only county of the 67 that has received instructions
fromour Court of Common Pleas to count these ballots.

In addition, at the end of March of this
year, a district court judge in Western Pennsyl vani a
i ssued a decision in Eakin v. Adanms County Board of
El ections stating that, "The enforcenent of the day
provi sion does not pass constitutional nuster." And
ordering county boards of election to stop rejecting
mai | ballots due to incorrect or mssing handwitten
dates. That decision has al so been appeal ed and no
stay notions have been granted.

Therefore, we are bound to count these

ballots. Please note that these remarks shoul d apply
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to all date questions on today's agenda. And | vote

aye.
CHAI RMAN SABIR.  Secretary, please call a roll
MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?
CHAIRMAN SABIR  |I'msorry. D d you have a
statenment you want to nake?
MR BLUESTEIN. | do not. Thank you, sir.
CHAI RVAN SABI R Ckay, okay.
MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?
MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.
MR, BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?
CHAI RMAN SABIR  Aye. Pl ease proceed.
M5. ECKROADE: Incorrectly dated. W have 215

bal | ot s.
CHAI RVAN SABIR: | nove that this board counts
ballots with this category. |s there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

MR, BLUESTEIN: Second.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Does anyone have any statenents?

MS. DEELEY: None.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Secretary Bl uestein, please cal
the roll.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

MR, BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?
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CHAI RVAN SABIR:  Aye. Pl ease proceed.

Page 9

M5. ECKROADE: Correctly dated declaration and

signed front.

CHAI RVAN SABI R: | nove that this board counts

ballots with this category.

MS. DEELEY: Second.

CHAl RVAN SABIR:  Any statenents?

VS. DEELEY: | have none.

MR, BLUESTEIN:  No.

Is there a second?

CHAI RVAN SABI R Secretary Bluestein, please cal
the roll.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairnman Sabir?

CHAI RVAN SABIR:  Aye. Pl ease proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: No date, signed front. 17
bal | ot s.

CHAI RMAN SABIR | nove that this board counts

ballots in this category.

V5. DEELEY: Second.

CHAl RVAN SABIR:  Any conment s?

VS. DEELEY: No conmment.

MR, BLUESTEIN:  No.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Secretary Bl uestein,

the roll.

|s there a second?

pl ease cal
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2 MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

3 MR, BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairnman Sabir?

4 CHAI RMAN SABIR  Aye. Pl ease proceed.

5 M5. ECKROADE: No signature. 334 ballots.

6 CHAI RVAN SABIR | nove that this board does not
7 count ballots in this category. |Is there a second?
8 M5. DEELEY: Second.

9 CHAI RMAN SABI R Any comment s?
10 M5. DEELEY: No conment.
11 MR, BLUESTEIN: No comment.
12 CHAI RMAN SABIR  Secretary, please call the roll
13 MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

14 MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

15 MR BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

16 CHAI RVAN SABI R Aye. Pl ease proceed.

17 M5. ECKROADE: Not encl osed in secrecy envel ope.
18 163 bal l ots.

19 CHAI RVAN SABIR | nove that this board does not
20 count those ballots in this category. |Is there a
21 second?
22 MR, BLUESTEIN. Second.
23 CHAI RMAN SABI R Anyone have any comment s?
24 MS. DEELEY: Yes, M. Chairman. Remarks, please.
25 CHAl RVAN SABI R:  Yes, you mmy.
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V5. DEELEY: The cases that | cited for the

m ssing date categories do not deal with the so called
naked ballots. | believe the argunents which | read
for the previous categories apply here also. The
secrecy envel ope does not determ ne the tineliness of
when a ballot is received. The secrecy envel ope does
not determne if a voter is eligible to vote.

Finally, when absentee ballots used to be
counted in polling places and there was only a handf ul
of them they served to prevent fraud. But that is no
| onger the case in a Post Act 77 world with the
central nmechani zed counting of all ballots. So there
Is no longer a conpelling governnent interest to not
count these ballots. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SABI R:  Thank you. Please call the
roll.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: | vote no.

MR, BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RVAN SABIR:  Aye. Pl ease proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: |ID verification. No Soci al
Security or driver's license on SURE file. W have
one.

CHAI RMAN SABIR | nove that this board counts

ballots in this category. |Is there a second?
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M5. DEELEY: Second. rage 12
CHAI RVAN SABI R Anyone have any comrents?

M5. DEELEY: Yes, M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVAN SABI R Pl ease proceed.

V5. DEELEY: | actually have a question for Dana

on this category. Dana, these voters received our ID
verification letters and they responded by filling out
the formthat we sent themor contacting us but -- or
contacted us in another way, correct?

M5. ECKROADE: Correct.

M5. DEELEY: So these voters, it would be
I npossible to verify using the form They woul d have
to send us a copy of their photo |ID?

M5. ECKROADE: Not necessarily. W do have
peopl e that do pass the HAVA check that send back the
identification letter. W would need verifiable
i dentification fromthe voter

MS. DEELEY: Thank you.

MR, BLUESTEIN. M. Chairman. | have a question
for Dana.

CHAI RVAN SABI R: Pl ease proceed.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Thank you. Dana, is the voter in
guestion at |east 65 years or ol der?

MS. ECKROADE: No.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Ckay, thank you.
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CHAI RVAN SABI R  Ckay. Secretary, please Cg?ea#g
roll.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

MR, BLUESTEIN. | vote nay. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RMAN SABIR  Aye. Pl ease proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: ID verification, no response.
285.

CHAI RVAN SABIR: | nove that this board does not
count ballots in this category. |Is there a second?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Does anyone have any comments?

MR BLUESTEIN. | don't.

CHAIl RVAN SABIR:  Secretary, please call the roll

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

M5. DEELEY: Nay. Oh, I'msorry. | vote -- |
vote aye. | was ahead of you

MR, BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RMAN SABIR  Aye. Thank you, Dana. Is these
all the categories?

M5. ECKROADE: Yes.

CHAI RMAN SABIR  Thank you. | appreciate. W
wr apped that up pretty good. Thank you. |
appreci at e.

MS. ECKROADE: You're wel cone.
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CHAl RMAN SABIR W will now npbve to our second

Item of new business on our agenda. Provisiona
Bal | ot Sufficiency Determ nations. These categories
wi Il be presented by our voter registration

adm ni strator, Kevin Richardson. Good norning.

MR, RI CHARDSON: Good norni ng, conm ssi oners.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Good norni ng.

M5. DEELEY: Morni ng.

MR, RICHARDSON: Up here a little bit early this
tine.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Thank you. | appreciate the

hard work. Can you pl ease read of the first category
and nunber of votes?

MR, RICHARDSON: Sure. The first category is
m ssi ng board worker signature. W have a total of
119.

CHAI RMAN SABIR. Ckay. | nove that this board
counts ballots in this provisional ballots in this
category. |Is there a second?

MS. DEELEY: Second.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Does anyone have any comments?

MS. DEELEY: Yes, M. Chairnan.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Thank you. Secretary, please
call the roll.

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?
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MS. DEELEY: | vote aye. rage 15

(Audio starts breaking up fromthis point.)

CHAI RVAN SABIR Three. | nove that this board
does not count -- call the roll

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: Aye.

MR, BLUESTEIN: | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAl RVAN SABIR:  Aye. | nove that this board
does not count provisional ballots --

MR, BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RMAN SABIR  Aye. Please proceed. -- that

this board does not count provisional ballots in this
category. |Is there a second?

MR, BLUESTEIN. Chai rman Sabi r?

CHAI RVAN SABIR:  Aye. Pl ease proceed.

MR. RI CHARDSON: The next category is where the
voter's registration was cancel ed.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Does anyone have any comment ?

MS. DEELEY: No conment.

MR, RICHARDSON: Category is determ ned that the
voter is registered out of county wwth a total of
seven.

MR. BLUESTEIN: | have none.

CHAI RMAN SABIR  Secretary, please call the roll

MR, BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?
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MR RI CHARDSON: Votes returned and was count ed.

They voted by mail and --

CHAI RMAN SABI R Anyone have any comment ?

MS. DEELEY: No comment.

MR, BLUESTEIN. | have none.

MR, RI CHARDSON: There was only one voter
signature on the declaration envel ope, and we have a
total of 9 --

MS. DEELEY: Signature on the envel ope?

MR. RI CHARDSON: Yes, one voter signature.

MS. DEELEY: Was the staff able to conpare that
signature to the regi stered vote?

CHAI RMAN SABIR | nove that this board does not
count --

MS. DEELEY: M. Chairman, | have remarks on the
notion. Bl, what we are tal king about here, | would
like to display a blank. The signature boxes are
within inches of each other. When reading the NRA
canvas of provisional referred to one signature
bal l ots as unsigned was the only one he submtted in
that election. As such, Wal sh carries on sone ot her
pi ece of paper.

If it is the signature line on the left side
of the envel ope -- shall place his signature on the

front of the provisional ballot envel ope -- front of
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the provisional envelope on the left side. It then --

genui ne and executed by the sane person who signed the
affidavit. Well, I'mnot sure what situation is
occurring where the person signing the left --
provi si onal envel opes.

As we heard from Kevin, our staff only needs
one of the two signature for both signatures but it
woul d not be the first as a provisional ballots in the
2024 primary election. | think that conpelling
governnment interest and maki ng voters sign the sane
pi ece of paper -- and we were unable to fully
communi cate the newfound i nportance on signing both
sides. Furthernore -- we only have it on the right
side. This makes it much harder for the voter to note

MR, BLUESTEIN. This issue like with the use of a
secrecy envelope is required by -- that we passed your
notion earlier that hopefully we will inplenent going
forward towards enfranchising nore voters as |ong as
we're able --

MS. DEELEY: No.

MR. BLUESTEIN: | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RVAN SABI R Aye.

MS. DEELEY: M. Chairman, | have a question for

Kevin on this category -- with these ballots is that
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there's not an inside secrecy envel ope, correct?

MR, RICHARDSON: That is correct --

CHAIRMAN SABIR -- this category, is there a
second?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

CHAI RMAN SABI R Does anyone wants to meke a
comment ?

MS. DEELEY: -- individual is qualified under
state law to vote in such election but unlike the mail
ball ots where the voters are filling themout on their
-- so this is a poll worker error that we shoul d not
be punishing the voter for -- way then we nust count
them PA | aw has extra hurdles but the America Vote Act
this has not been the subject --

MR BLUESTEIN. One statenent. | certainly agree
with the vice chair that the use of an optional choice
by the voter instead of a mic -- Chairman Sabir?

CHAI RVAN SABI R:  Aye.

MR, RI CHARDSON: (kay, a rejection for that it's
if -- well, federal voters are only qualified to vote
in federal elections which this one was not.

CHAI RMAN SABIR. Ckay. Does anyone have any
comments on this category? Thank you, Kevin.

MR RICHARDSON: | just want to say sonething

before | go. | didn't get a chance to thank
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everybody, so thanks.
CHAI RVAN SABI R Thank you. Thank you

conm Ssi oners.

(End of audi o recording.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

I, JEFFERY MERI A, Legal Transcriptionist, do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing is a conplete and true
transcription of the original digital audio recording
of the testinony and proceedi ngs captured in the
above-entitled matter. As the transcriptionist, |
have revi ewed and transcribed the entirety of the
original digital audio recording of the proceeding to
ensure a verbatimrecord to the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | am neither attorney for
nor a relative or enployee of any of the parties to
the action; further, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of this matter

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand

this 11th day of June, 2025.

Jeffery Meria
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