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PROCEEDI NGS

COW SSI ONER SABI R Good nor ni ng.
| call to order of Philadelphia Cty
Comm ssioners Return Board for Wdnesday,
May 27, 2026. This neeting is in conpliance
wi th the Pennsyl vani a Sunshi ne Act.

Phi | adel phia Gty Conm ssioners
are a three-nenber bipartisan board of
el ected officials in charge of elections and
voter registration for the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Each Comm ssioner is elected to
serve a four-year termthat coincides with the
muni ci pal election cycle for Mayor and City
Counci | .

The Conmm ssioners set and enforced
departnental policies to adm ni ster voter
regi stration and conduct elections in
accordance wth Federal and State Voter
Regi stration and el ection | aws.

Cty Comm ssioners were created
by the Pennsylvania Assenbly in 1711, but
they focused on taxation and held vari ous
regul atory powers throughout the centuries.

The Conmm ssioners started maintaining voter
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lists in 1799 and took on nore

el ection-related responsibilities, didn't
energe until its current formuntil the
adopti on of Phil adel phia's Honme Loan Charter
in 1951.

We'll start off wth public
comments. Before beginning their comments,
comenter's shall state where they live or
I f they are not a resident of Phil adel phia,
that they are Phil adel phi a taxpayer.

Public comment is not an
opportunity for dialog or Qand A It is
public comment, a chance for you to tell us
what you think. Each speaker wll have two
m nutes to speak. However, | nmay extend the
time at ny discretion. Public coment nust
concern matters on today's neeting agenda.

Finally, it is ny responsibility
to preserve the order and decorum of the
nmeetings. As such profane, slanderous,

di scrimnatory personal attacks will not be
tolerated. |If you wsh to nmake a public

obj ection to a perceived Sunshi ne Act

viol ation, please raise your hand and | w |

recogni ze you. Qutbursts wll not be
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tolerated. Anyone wi shing to offer public
comrent, please step forward.

Heari ng none, we wll now proceed
to email public comrents.

Secretary Bluestein, were there
any emai |l public comments?

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN:  As of
9:45 a.m there were no email public
coment s.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Thank you.

W will now proceed to old
busi ness, but first we have a report from our
directors of election operations and
adm ni stration, M. Joseph Lynch and
M. Mark Johnson.

Joe, we'll start with you.

MR. LYNCH. Yes. Good norning,
Comm ssioners. We'll make this short but
sweet .

Today' s operation report, all
mail -in ballots that coul d be open have been,
have been, and the rest that are going to be
voted on today wll be open by end of
busi ness today, and scanned. Al provisionals
that can be counted are open and scanned,
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except for the nunber of the ones that need to
go in front of the board, which will be this
upcom ng Fri day.

The rest of the staff, they're
wor ki ng on the audit of the No. 2 books.
They're still cracking open the hoppers and
are working on the surrender mail-in ballots.
So we're gonna start working on that and enter
theminto the system

And then at the end of the
meeting | have the unofficial results. W had
t he honor -- we had to send the unofficial
results to Departnent of State |ast night by
5:00 p.m, so | signed off as the clerk, and
then if | could just get all three
Comm ssioners to sign this today, we'll send
this up. We'll send this into the neeting to
Harrisburg. |It's the unofficial results.
That's all | have.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Thank you,
Joe.

Comm ssi oner Deel ey, do you have
any questions or conments.

COMM SSI ONER DEELEY: | have none.

Thank you.
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COW SSI ONER SABI R: Secretary
Bl uest ei n?

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | have
none.

MR, JOHNSON. Good nor ni ng,

Comm ssioners. This is even going to be
shorter. But admn staff continued to provide
a direct assistance and material support to

el ecti on operations and nove towards
certification.

| think fromour financial
st andpoi nt, and as we nove in towards the end
of the fiscal year, we just naking sure that
our vendors are providing their last invoices
for this past election so that we can pay them
inatinly manner. And outside of that, just
once again, | want to thank the staff for the
fine job that they're doing throughout this
whol e el ection process.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Thank you.
Comm ssi oner Deel ey, do you have any questions
or coments for Mark?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: | have none.
Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Secretary
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Bl uestein, do you have any question?

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | have
none. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Thank you.
We appreciate you as always. W will now
proceed to new business. W'II|l begin by
considering the first agenda itemfor the
new business, Mail-in Ballots Sufficiency
Determ nations. We'Il call up our Deputy
Executive Director of Conpliance and vote by
mai | .

M5. ECKROADE: Good norni ng,
conmm ssi oners.

COW SSI ONER SABI R: Ma' am can
you pl ease state your first and | ast nane for
the record?

M5. ECKRQADE: Dana Eckroade,
Dana D-A-N-A, Eckroade, E-C-K-R- O A-DE.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Thank you.

Pl ease proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: So the 2026 Primary

Mai |l Ballots Sufficiency Determ nations.
Cat egory Nunber 1, no signature. W have 291
bal | ot s.

COW SSI ONER SABI R | npve that
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this Board does not count comments in this
cat egory.

| s there a second.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: Seconded.

COW SSI ONER SABI R: Secretary
Bl uestein, please call the roll.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: Vi ce
Chair Deel ey?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: | vote aye.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | vote
aye.

Chai rman Si bir?

COW SSI ONER SABI R Aye.

Pl ease proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: Nunber 2, ballots
not enclosed in secrecy envel ope. W have 133
bal | ot s.

COW SSI ONER SABIR: | nove that
this Board does not count ballots in this
cat egory.

|s there a second?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY:
M. Chairman, If | may, nmake remarks on the
not i on.

COW SSI ONER SABIR: Pl ease
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pr oceed.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: | believe
that the sane argunents that were successf ul
In recent court cases would apply to the
so-cal l ed quote, naked ballots, as well.

The secrecy envel ope does not
determ ne the tineliness of when a ballot is
received. The secrecy envel ope does not
determne if a voter is eligible to vote.

Finally, when absentee ballots
used to be counted in the polling places,
and there was only a handful of them they
served to prevent fraud, but this is no

| onger the case in a post Act 77 world with

interest to not count these ballots. Thank
you.

COW SSI ONER SABI R: Secretary

we proceed?
COW SSI ONER BLUESTEI N:  Yes.
Thank you, Chairman. | would just say that

agree wth Conm ssioner Deeley's sentinents,

essential nechani zed counting of mail ballots.

So, there is no |longer a conpelling governnent

Bl uestein, do you want to say anything before

but unfortunately, we are bound by Iaw to not
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count the ballots. As such, | wll second
your notion.

COW SSI ONER SABI R: Pl ease cal
the roll.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: Vi ce
Chair Deel ey?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: No.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | vote
aye.

Chai rman Sibir?

COW SSI ONER SABIR: Aye. Pl ease
pr oceed.

M5. ECKROADE: Number 3. ID
Verification. No social security or
driver's license on short file. W have two
bal | ot s.

COW SSI ONER SABI R | nove
that --

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: M. Chairman

COW SSI ONER SABI R Can | nake
the notion first?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: No. Can |
asked Dana a question first?

COW SSI ONER SABI R On, you want
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to ask Dana a question before we even put the
motion in? Sure. Proceed.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: Dana,

t hese voters received our ID verification
letters, and they responded by filling out the
formthat we sent themor contacting us in
sone ot her way?

MS5. ECKROADE: Yes.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: So these
voters, it would be inpossible to verify using
the form They would have to send us a copy
of their photo ID.

M5. ECKROADE: Yeah. It all
depends. W need themto send back verifiable
ID. So it could be rejected for a nunber of
reasons.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: Ckay. Thank
you.

M5. ECKROADE: You're wel cone.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: Thank you,
Chai r man.

COW SSI ONER SABI R: Sure.
Secretary, you have anythi ng?

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN:  So, |
would just like to ask Dana, if voters in this
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category are at |east 65 years ol d. rage s

M5. ECKROADE: Yes, they are.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN:  Both
voters are?

M5. ECKROADE: Yes.

COW SSI ONER SABI R | npve that
this Board counts ballots in this category.
| s there a second?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY:  Second.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Secretary
Bl uestein, please call the roll.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN.  Vice
Chair Deel ey?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY:  Aye.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | vote
aye.

Chai rman Si bir?

COW SSI ONER SABI R Aye. Pl ease
pr oceed.

M5. ECKROADE: Nunber 4. ID
verification. |D provided opposite of what is
on SURE file. W have three ballots.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Do any of the
Comm ssi oners have any question?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: Yes. Thank

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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you.

These voters received our |ID
verification letters, and they responded by
filling out the formthat we sent them or
contacting us in another way?

MS. ECKROADE:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: And they
provi ded the opposite of what we needed?

M5. ECKROADE: Yes.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Secretary
Bl uestei n?

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEI N:  Thank
you, Chairman. | have the sane question for
Dana. Are the three voters in this category
at | east 65 years or older?

M5. ECKROADE: Yes, all three
voters.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEI N:  Thank
you.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Move t hat
this Board counts the ballots in this
cat egory?

| s there a second?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY:  Second.
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COW SSI ONER SABI R
Secretary Bluestein, please call the roll.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEI'N: Vi ce
Chair Deel ey?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: | vote aye.

COWM SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | vote
aye.

Chai rman Sibir?

COW SSI ONER SABI R: Aye.

Pl ease proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: Nunber 5. ID
verification. |ID doesn't match SURE file. W
have three ballots.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Any
Comm ssi oners have any comments or questions?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: No.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEI N No.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: No. Thank
you.

COW SSI ONER SABIR: | npve that
this Board does not count ballots in this
cat egory.

|s there a second?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY:  Second.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Secretary
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Bl uestein, please call the roll. rage o

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: Vi ce
Chair Deel ey?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: Aye.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | vote
aye.

Chai rman Sibir?

COW SSI ONER SABI R Aye.

Pl ease proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: Nunber 6. ID
verification. No response. W have 101
bal | ot s.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Do any
Conmmi ssioners want to nmake a comrents?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: | have none.
Thank you.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEI N No.

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SABI R | nove that
this Board does not count house in this
category. |Is there a Second?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY:  Second.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Secretary
Bl uestein, please call the roll.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: Vi ce

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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Chair Deel ey?

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: Aye.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | vote
aye.

Chai rman Si bir?

COW SSI ONER SABI R Aye.

Thank you so nmuch. That brings us
to the end of our neno. Thank you so nuch for
all of your hard work. We really appreciate
you. Thank you.

M5. ECKROADE: Thank you.

WIlIl now nove to any additional
comrents by the Commi ssioners. Vice Chair
Deel ey, do you have any other business to be
rai sed at this neeting.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY: | have none.
Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SABI R: Secretary
Bl uestein, do you have any other business to
be raised at this neeting.

COW SSI ONER BLUESTEIN: | have
none. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SABI R Thank you,
Commi ssi oners.
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(Wher eupon, the neeting concluded at
or about 11:12 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, JACQUELI NE d SSI NGER, a Notary
Public and Court Reporter of the State of
Pennsyl vani a and Regi stered Professional
Reporter, do hereby certify that prior to the
comencenent, the wtness was duly sworn to
testify the truth, the whole truth and not hi ng
but the truth.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that the
foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of
the deposition as taken stenographically by
and before nme at the tine, place and on the
date herei nbefore set forth.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that | am
neither a relative nor enpl oyee nor attorney
nor counsel of any of the parties to this
action, and that | amneither a relative nor
enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel, and that

| amnot financially interested in the action.

.-.:-:' L ] ']
ﬁ{f‘.; HELEHE :./-(s:;ff.:.;-':’:

& / 5/ 15/ 2029

Jacquel i ne G ssinger, CR
Notary Public of the State of Pennsyl vani a
Comm ssion No. 1328192
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| NSTRUCTI ONS TO W TNESS

Pl ease read your deposition over
carefully and make any necessary changes. You
shoul d assign a reason in the appropriate
colum on the errata sheet for any change

made.

After maki ng any change whi ch has
been noted on the follow ng errata sheet,
along with the reason for any change, sign
your nanme to the errata sheet and date it.
You are signing it subject to the changes you have nmade
in the errata sheet, which will be attached to the
deposition. You nust sign in the space provided.
Return the original errata sheet
to the deposing attorney within thirty (30)

days of receipt of the transcript by you.
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ACKNOW.EDGVENT OF DEPONENT
|, , do
hereby certify that | have read the foregoing
pages, , and that the sane is a
correct transcription of the answers given by
nme to the questions therein propounded, except
for the corrections or changes in formor
substance, if any, noted in the attached
Errata Sheet.
Dat e
Si gnature
Subscri bed and sworn to before ne this
day of , 2025,
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