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JUDGE CRUM.I SH: Good
afternoon. W are returning as the Return
Board for the 2023 primary and speci al
el ection. W have publicly posted the
agenda for today but first I1'd like to
| ntroduce nyself. 1'm Judge Janes Crunii sh
and with ne is Judge Furlong and Judge
Johnson who al so sit as nenbers of the
Ret ur n Board.

"1l rem nd everyone that |'1]|
preserve order and decorumin these neetings
as it is ny duty and responsibility to nake
sure that these neetings are in the public
i nterest and consistent with the Sunshine
Act which allows anyone attending a public
neeting to object to a perceived violation
at any tine during the neeting. |If you
choose to do so, succinctly state your
objection. And I'll rem nd you that
objecting is not an opportunity for speech
maki ng or grandst andi ng.

W will now nove to public
comment. Comments, if any, shall state
where they live, whether or not they're a
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resi dent of Philadel phia, and that they're a
Phi | adel phi a taxpayer and since this is the
Return Board, which candidate, if any, they
represent. And, again, public coment is
not an opportunity for a dialogue or a
guesti on-and-answer session. It is for
public comment and a chance for you to tell
us what you think.

Each speaker shall have
approxi mately two m nutes. However, | may,
at ny discretion, extend that tinme as |ong
as that matter is relevant to the Board's
busi ness. And, again, it is ny
responsibility to preserve the order and
decorum of this public neeting and as such
prof ane, sl anderous, discrimnatory, or
personal attacks won't be tol erated.

Anyone representing a candidate to
of fer an argunent on ballots and sufficiency
determ nations should wait until the
particul ar category that is the subject of
t he agenda before naking such -- an
obj ection or comment. Do we have any public

comment s?
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(No response).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Heari ng
none, | wll nove then to the report from
Judge Furlong. Do we have any e-nuil ed
public comments?

JUDGE FURLONG  Thank you,

M. Chairman. There were no public comments
received by 9:45 a.m this norning by the
Comm ssioner's office.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Thank you.
W will then nove on to the agenda descri bed
as new business. First, we'll have M.
Eckroade present a disposition of a damaged
date. You may proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: Good norni ng.
So we have --

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: And just so
the record is clear, we have being projected
on the screen for the Board nenbers to
review t he subject ballot envel ope. You may
proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: So we have
recei ved four ballots that were damaged in
the mail with the date. This is ballot
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nunber one.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  And was this
bal l ot received in the United States Miil
prior to or on Election Day?

MS. ECKROADE: Yes.

JUDGE CRUM.I SH: And the
envel ope and the danmage was caused in
transit or by sone other neans but otherw se
is tinmely a proper ballot; is that correct?

M5. ECKROADE: That's
correct.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: | would vote
to accept this ballot as it was not the
voter who made the error or caused the
destruction of the outside envel ope.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE JOHNSON: | al so vote
to accept.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: Al in
favor?

(Aye) .

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: W will
accept that ballot. The next, please?

M5. ECKROADE: Sane thing

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




El ecti ons Meeting
5/ 26/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

here. The date was damaged.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: And it was
certainly received -- or, I'msorry, it
woul d be the Board's determnation that this
danage to the envel ope was not caused by the
voter but rather was tinely received by the
Board of Elections on or before El ection Day
and this was again not the error of the
voter in conplying with the statutory
obligations. So | would vote to nove to
accept this ballot.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. Al in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  The bal | ot
| s accepted. The next, please?

M5. ECKROADE: So the sane
t hi ng here; date was danaged.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  And | ooki ng
at this ballot, all the required statutory
| nformati on has been provided by the el ector
and t he damage apparently has been caused in
transit fromthe postal service. And this
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s not the m stake or error of the el ector
and therefore | would nove to accept this
bal | ot .
JUDGE FURLONG  Second.
JUDGE CRUMLISH. All in
favor, please say aye.

(Aye).
JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  The ayes
have it. W will accept this ballot.

M5. ECKROADE: And our fourth
bal | ot .

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Again, in
view ng the projector, |I can see that all
the exterior information of the voter
decl aration and the bar code and the other
necessary elenments of verification are
present. And is it ny understandi ng that
this was received on or before El ection Day
by the Board of Elections?

M5. ECKROADE: Yes, it was.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: And because
| determne -- or | would recomend that we
consider to accept this ballot as the danage
to the envel ope was not the result of the
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voter, so therefore | nove to accept this
bal | ot .

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. Al in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLISH: So this
ball ot is accepted. Thank you very nuch.

M5. ECKROADE: Thank you.
Have a good day.

JUDGE FURLONG: Bye. Thank
you.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  And we have
Ms. Roxanne Huff-Gross. [|I'msorry. You
wer e behind the screen.

M5. HUFF- GRCSS: Good
nor ni ng.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: (Good
norning. So we're now going to nove to the
provi sion ballot sufficiency determ nations.
You nmy proceed.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: | have four
ball ots here where there is a signature --

no si gnature.
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JUDGE CRUMLI SH: kay. So as
a matter of Pennsylvania law -- just give us
a-- thisis a-- we want to follow al ong
with the agenda, if you wll. So, ma'am
you can proceed.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Gkay. Thank
you.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Yes.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: | apol ogi ze.

This is nmy first run at this so I'mtrying

to learn it as | go al ong.
JUDGE CRUM.I SH:
are an expert --
MB. HUFF- GRCSS:
JUDGE CRUM.I SH:
expect not hi ng but the best.
MB. HUFF- GRCSS:

The first category is ballot not

envel ope.
JUDGE CRUM.I SH:

vote to not accept ballots not

So far, you

Thank you.

Al

and |

right.

I N secrecy

And | would

in the

secrecy envel ope which is required as a

matter of statute in Pennsylvania | aw.

JUDGE FURLONG

Second.
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M5. HUFF- GROSS: The second
category --

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Hold on. W
have to vote.

M5. HUFF- GROSS:. | apol ogi ze.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Let ne do ny
job. And how many ballots are those?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: | don't have
the accurate record of this here.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Ckay. But
the issue itself is that if a ballot is not
in the secrecy envelope, | would still nove
to exclude it as it is not in conpliance
with Pennsylvania | aw and statutory

requi renents. All in favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  The ayes
have it. W will not count ballots not in

t he secrecy envel ope. The next category is?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Cancel | ed
record.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  And how nmany
cancel l ed records do we have?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: W have 70.
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JUDGE CRUMLI SH: W have 707
Cancel |l ed records, | would vote to not
accept themas they are not considered
eligible voters if the records are not on
t he short system

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. Al in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  So t he next
cat egory, pl ease?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Chain of
cust ody i ssue.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  And t hat
woul d be the handling by the Board or the
nature or that defect?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: | ' m not
certain how they deal with the chain of
cust ody i ssue.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Ckay. W'l
cone back to that then.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: kay.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  The next one
woul d be in the agenda sequence envel ope
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m ssi ng wards and di vi si on.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: There were
50.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  There were
50? It is the responsibility of the Board
to fill out that information so I would vote
to accept those votes as it was not the
fault of the voter who failed to performthe
duties of the |local Election Board.

JUDGE FURLONG | woul d

second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. All in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  The ayes
have it. W wll not count -- or we wll

count the envel ope that is m ssing wards and
di visions. The next is federal voters. As
a matter of law, federal voters are not
participating in this election as there are
no federal elections that have been subject
to this primary and special election. So |
woul d vote to not count any federal voters
that are ineligible to vote in this primary
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and speci al election.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. All in
favor?

(Aye).

M5. HUFF- GROSS: The next
category would be no ballot.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: And how many
do we have of that?

M5. HUFF- GRCSS: 45.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: 45? As
there is no ballot, there is nothing to
count. So it's a difficult decision but |
woul d vote to not accept this proposed
ballot as it is absent.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: Al in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: The ayes
have it. The next?

M5. HUFF-GROSS: Not in
system 110.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: How many?

LEXI TAS
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M5. HUFF- GROSS: 110.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: That's 110
are not reflected in the short systenf

M5. HUFF-GROSS: That is
correct.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  So as they
are not in the registered roles of the short
system | would vote to not accept those
vot es.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. Al in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUML.I SH. Those
proposed votes are not accepted by the
Boar d.

M5. HUFF- GROSS:  Next
category is not signed by voter. There were
t wo.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: So as a
matter of current Pennsylvania | aw and the
statute, that is an inconplete ball ot
Wi t hout a declaration so | would vote not to
accept a non-signed ballot.
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JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. Al in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  The next?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Regi stered
out of county, 129.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  As proposed
el ectors registered out of county are
ineligible to participate in this primary
and special election, | would vote we not
count out-of-county el ectors.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. All in
favor?

(Aye) .

JUDGE CRUMLISH: W wll not
count the registered out-of-county proposed
el ectors. The next category?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Signature
m smat ch, four.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Okay. W're
going to have to denonstrate those or
project those on the screen for the Board's
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appear simlar and therefore based on the
simlarities and the signature is not
perfect wwth any repetitions, | would vote
to accept it.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. Al in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLISH: | would vote
to accept this signhature as it does appear
to be consistent.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. All in
favor?

(Aye) .

JUDGE CRUM.I SH: Thi s ball ot
is to be counted. The next, please. |
woul d vote to accept this ballot as the

20 signatures do appear to be consistent.
21 JUDGE FURLONG.  Second.
22 JUDGE CRUMLISH. Al in
23 favor?
24 (Aye).
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JUDGE CRUMLI SH: The ayes
have it. This ballot will be counted. It's
sufficiently simlar to ny eye. | would
vote to accept this ballot. Do I have a
second?

JUDGE JOHNSON:  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: Do | have an
aye?

JUDGE JOHNSON:  Aye.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Not e Judge
Furl ong's dissent.

JUDGE FURLONG  Yes.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Mbovi ng on,
two ballots, nine.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: So | woul d
ask Judge Furlong which of the two ballots
do we count?

JUDGE FURLONG  The first
one.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  That was bad
hunmor. | would vote not to vote where there
s two ball ots.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  So we wil |l
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cat egory?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Vot ed by
mai | counted, 74.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  These were
peopl e that had already voted by mail when
they presented to the Election Board --

M5. HUFF- GROSS: That's
correct.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: -- on
El ecti on Day?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: That's
correct.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: So | woul d
vote not to allow those previously-voted
mail ballots -- or, I'"'msorry, in-person
bal | ot s.

JUDGE FURLONG.  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. Al in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: They wi ||
not be counted. The next category?
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M5. HUFF- GROSS:  And our
final, voted at poll, 81.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  So, agai n,
as they have voted and exercised their
franchi se, | would not count any of these
mai | or absentee ball ots.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: Al in

favor?

(Aye) .

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: So the | ast
category will be chain of custody issues.

How many are there?

M5. HUFF- GROSS:. That
i nformation | don't have here but | can
explain to you about --

JUDGE CRUMLI SH.  Sur e.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: -- the chain
of custody. The chain of custody ballots
are ballots that canme back to the Board in a
manner where we were unable to confirmtheir
chain of custody or their ball ot.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: It is not
unusual for election materials to be del ayed
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and handl ed by other people but still have
the integrity of the ballots thensel ves
intact. So | would vote to accept those
ballots that were tinely received by the
Comm ssioners and the other sufficient audit
features of the voting systens who have
corroborated that they're authentic.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. Al in
favor?

(Aye).

JUDGE CRUMLISH:  So we wil |
count those, quote, chain of custody issues.
So having said that, the Return Board w ||
continue in its work and we'll see each
other at the call of the Chair. Thank you
very much, everyone.

(Thi s concl udes the video
file.)
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