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JUDGE CRUM.I SH: Good
afternoon. |I'mgoing to call to order the
Return Board for the 2023 primary and
special election. I'mJanmes Crumish. | am
acting Chair. Along wwth ne is Judge
Furl ong.

So with that, I'mgoing to begin
by saying that in the conduct of this public
neeting, it's ny duty and responsibility to
preserve the order and decorum of these
neetings. All in attendance should be aware
t hat shouting, interrupting, or disrupting
the orderly process of these proceedi ngs
won't be tolerated. Those who viol ate those
rules may be asked to | eave.

The Sunshine Act permts anyone
attending a public neeting to object to a
perceived violation at any tine during the
meeting. |If you choose to nake a public
obj ection, please succinctly state your
obj ection and be aware that an objection is
not an opportunity for speech naking,
cross-exam nation, or litigation.

W'l now nove to public coment.
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Persons commenting shall state where they
live or if they are or not a resident of
Phi | adel phia and that they are a
Phi | adel phia taxpayer or, as this is the
Return Board, which candidate, if any, they
represent. Public comment is not an
opportunity for repetitive or theatrical or
rhetorical dialogue or a question and
answer. It's a public comment process.
That is it is a chance to tell us what you
t hi nk.

Each speaker may have up to two
m nutes. However, | may extend at ny
di scretion as a Chair that tinme. Al public
comments nust be relevant or gernmane to the
Board's business. Finally, also it is ny
responsibility to preserve the civility and
order of these proceedings. As such,
prof ane, sl anderous, discrimnatory threats
or personal attacks won't be tol erated.

Anyone here representing a
candi date to offer an argunent on a nmail-in
bal | ot sufficiency determ nation should wait
until the specific category they wsh to
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make an argunent on is called later in the
agenda of this neeting. |f there are voters
here wishing to be heard on the mail-in
bal l ot, we ask that those voters wait until
we get to that portion of the agenda and
they'|| be given an opportunity to speak at
that tine. Anyone wishing to offer public
comments nmay please identify thensel ves and
step forward.

(No response).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Havi ng no
one rise to nake a public coment, we wll
now nove on. |'Il call on the Secretary of
t he Comm ssion, Judge Furlong. Judge
Furl ong, do we have any e-nailed comments?

JUDGE FURLONG  Thank you,

M. Chairman, Judge Crumish. Al coments
that were e-nmailed by 9:45 a.m were shared
with Menbers of the Board and the deputies

at 10:00 a.m and have been provided to each
nmenber of the Board at the beginning of the
meeting and are avail able at the public
comment table. W received one comment from
John Chin. 1've reviewed M. Chin's coment
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and asked that it be noved into the record.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: |'ve read it
and | would nove and agree w th Judge
Furlong that that will be nade a public part
of the record of this neeting.

JUDGE FURLONG  Thank you,
M. Chair man.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Anyt hi ng
further? W have one additional coment
fromthe deputy.

DEPUTY KAPENSTEI N. Yes, your
Honor, if | may be recognized? On the
Language Access Advi sory Board, we have
posted the application onto our website and
have revi ewed the applicants. W are
continuing to double our efforts in order to
recruit highly-qualified and respected
menbers of the community to serve on this
Board and we hope to have its first neeting
this sunmer.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Thank you.
W wll nowcall on Ms. Eckroade to present
the mail-in ballot sufficiency
determ nations. Good afternoon.
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M5. ECKROADE: (ood
af t er noon.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  You may
proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: Ckay. So for
the 2023 primary, for the mail-in ballot
sufficiency determ nation, we have, nunber
one, bl ank declaration envel opes. W have
105.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Judge
Furlong, | would nove that we decline to
accept that nmail-in ballot as it is a
defi ci ency under the | aw

JUDGE FURLONG  Second and
aye.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Those absent
decl aration envel opes wll not be counted.
The next category?

M5. ECKROADE: M ssing
signature. W have ni ne.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Again, as
that is a failure under the | aw of the

23 Commonweal t h of Pennsylvania, | would npve
24 that we not count such mail-in ballots that
LEXI TAS
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are m ssing the signature.

JUDGE FURLONG | would
second that and aye.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: W will not
count those ballots m ssing signatures. You
may proceed, ma'am

M5. ECKROADE: Ball ots not
encl osed i n secrecy envel ope.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Again, as a
matter of Pennsylvania law, that is a
requi renent and | would nove to not accept
t hose ballots that were not enclosed in the
secrecy envel ope.

JUDGE FURLONG | wll second
and aye.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: W will
decline to count those ballots as
i denti fi ed.

M5. ECKROADE: And the total
count for that was 521.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: | apol ogi ze.

M5. ECKROADE: No, that's
okay.

JUDGE CRUM.I SH:  You may
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proceed.

M5. ECKROADE: Signed by
anot her individual other than the voter. W
have 14.

JUDGE CRUMLISH. And that is
a failure under control in Pennsylvania |aw
| would vote to not accept those ballots.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second, aye.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Those
bal | ots absent -- of in the nanme of another
voter other than the registered voter wl|l
not be counted. The next category?

M5. ECKROADE: |ID
verification. No Social Security or
driver's license on short file. W have
one.

JUDGE CRUMLISH: |'ve been
advi sed by the professional staff at the
Comm ssion that they have comuni cat ed by
correspondence with the voter who has
provi ded the necessary information so | nove
that we accept category five, that one vote.

JUDGE FURLONG | second and
aye.
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JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  That vote is
accepted. Next, please?

M5. ECKROADE: |ID
verification. |ID provided opposite of what
is on short file. W have four.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Al so the
professional staff of the Conmm ssion has
communi cated with the voter and that
i dentification has been secured. | would
vote to accept those votes as consi stent
wi t h Pennsyl vani a | aw.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second and

aye.
JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Those votes
wi |l be counted. Next category?
M5. ECKROADE: ID
verification. |D opposite -- |ID doesn't

match short file. W have zero.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Ckay. So if
t hey had been presented, | may have voted
agai nst them bei ng accepted. However, since
there are zero, zero is zero.

JUDGE FURLONG. | concur.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Thank vyou,
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Judge Furlong. Next category, please?

M5. ECKROADE: ID
verification. No response. W have 468.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: As they do
not neet the standard -- the statute of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania that controls
in this matter, | would vote that we not
accept those ID verification no responses.

JUDGE FURLONG | wll second
and vote aye.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  So we will
not count that category of ballots that have
been submtted. Next category?

M5. ECKROADE: M ssing date.
We have 1, 539.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Al t hough |
do believe that that is an immterial aspect
of the ballot and it's subject to litigation
presently in the federal courts, however, as
a matter of existing Pennsylvania statutory
construction by the Courts, | would vote to
decline to accept those ballots with m ssing
dat es.

JUDGE FURLONG | will second
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date may have been a non-material defect in
the ballot as a matter of federal |aw,
however, the controlling | aw of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsylvania requires ne to
decline to accept that ballot.

JUDGE FURLONG  Second and

aye.
JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  That ball ot

-- those ballots will not be commtted --

wi Il not be accepted. The next category?

M5. ECKRCOADE: Ball ot
recei ved back in a provisional secrecy
envel ope.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Pr of essi onal
staff and the Conmm ssion have reviewed this
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ball ot -- or how many ballots is this?

M5. ECKROADE: One.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: So t hey have
carefully considered all the other
val i dati on aspects and the ballot itself has
not been conprom sed and is retained in the
secrecy envel ope. Based on that
consideration, | would vote to accept that
bal | ot .

JUDGE FURLONG  Second and
aye.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  So havi ng
said that, that conpletes the ball ot
defi ciency determ nations. Do we have any
ot her non-agenda itens to be added?

(No response).

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Heari ng
none, we wll nove on to other busi ness of
t he Conmm ssion in due course. Thank you
very much, |adies and gentl enen.

(This concl udes the video
file.)
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Publ i ¢ Comment from John Chi n:

Dear City Comm ssioners:

| amwiting to express ny di sappoi nt nent
that the "Language Access Advi sory

Comm ttee" was not activated before the
primary el ection.

The Cty Comm ssioners nade a historic and
unani nous notion to establish the "Language
Access Advisory Conmittee" before the
primary el ection as a result of our

col | aborative work anong the Commttee of
Seventy, Al Voting is Local, Myor's

Conmi ssi on on Asian Pacific Anerican
Affairs, and your office. This notion to
advance equity and inclusion was a worthy
event to cel ebrate.

Phi | adel phi a Chi nat own Devel opnent
Corporation is a participating nenber of
this working body. W announced and pronot ed
t he establishnent of the Language Access
Advi sory Conmttee, as well as the

recrui tnment of candi dates to serve on this
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comm ttee.

The lack of result is very disappointing,
and | hope that the Ofice of the Gty
Conmi ssioners can get this conmmttee
formati on back on track and established this
summer. We worked together to cone up wth
the commttee and recruit qualified persons
who care about | anguage access from di verse
comunities. We are willing to hel p again.
Pl ease establish this conmttee as you had
prom sed.

Si ncerely,
John

John Chin

Executive Director

Phi | adel phi a Chi nat own Devel opnent

Cor poration

301-305 N. 9th Street, Phil adel phia, PA
19107

tel: 215-922-2156 | fax: 215-922-7232 | web:

www. chi nat own- pcdc. org
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