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JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Good nor ni ng,
everyone. |'m Judge Janes Crunlish and with
me today is with Judge Furlong, along with
staff city comm ssioners' office and we're
going to now bring to order our neeting, which
Is for the return board of the City and County
of Phil adel phia in order to commence the
canvas and conputation for the primry and
speci al election for Tuesday, May 16, 2023.

As chair, | will preserve the order and
decorum of these neetings and the orderly
process of this public neeting and everyone in
att endance should be on notice that any
I nterruption or disruption of the neeting
won't be tolerated. | also ask all to conduct
t henmselves with civility and decorum and the
Sunshi ne Act does permt anyone attending a
public neeting to object to a perceived
violation at any tine during the neeting. |If
you chose to do so, please succinctly state
your objection and I remnd all that an
objection is not an opportunity for
litigation, interrogation or speech making.

Do we have any public coment?

MR, GARELLA: Your Honor, | have
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a Sunshi ne Act objecti on.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  You nmay cone to
the m crophone, identify yourself and assert
your objection.

MR. GARELLA: Yes. M/ nane is

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  You nay
proceed, sir.

MR GARELLA: Yes. M nane is
Rich Garella representing Protect Qur Vote
Philly. The Pennsylvania Sunshi ne Act at
Section 709A requires notification of the
public 24 hours in advance of any speci al
neeting, which is a neeting schedul ed by an
agency after the agency's regularly schedul ed
neeti ngs has been established, such as this
one. However, the notification was not posted
until about 4:30 p.m yesterday, only sone 16
to 17 hours in advance, replacing a previous
posting that had listed the neeting at 12
noon, so nenbers of the public, who saw that,
woul d not know to be here and woul d not know
to check for a change because it was wthin 24
hours. Therefore, this is not a legally held

open neeting under the Sunshine Act and any
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official actions will be taken in violation of
t he Sunshine Act, which at Section 704 states
that official actions and deliberations by a
guorum of the nenbers of an agency shall take
pl ace at a neeting open to the public unless
cl osed under certain couple of exceptions that
don't apply here.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Thank you, sir.
So I'll now nove to any e-mailed comments t hat
may have been received by the city
commi ssioners' office.

MR GARELLA: | have a public
comrent .

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: COkay. Wiy
don't you just for efficiency sake continue
your address.

MR, GARELLA: According to
Pennsyl vania -- again, ny nane is rich
Garella. [|'ma resident of Phil adel phia.

According to Pennsyl vani a el ecti on code
Section 1403, clerks and others who assist in
t he conputation and canvassi ng of the votes
must first be sworn in, but since this neeting
does not neet Sunshine Act requirenents for an

open neeting, any or all business conducted
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here, including the swearing in, may be

determ ned invalid under Section 703. The
failure to properly notify the public of open
nmeetings repeating an error nmade just two days
ago, typifies this office's attitude towards
both the public and the law. The

comm ssioners and their deputies have
established a year's |l ong pattern of
illegalities that the board has now
constituted is unfortunately follow ng. These
have included failure to keep mnutes, ill egal
hiring practices, illegal executive sessions
failure to properly notice open neetings as we
see here today and nore. | believe we all
share the goal of having el ections
adm ni stered professionally, fairly and
transparently and conducted in accordance with
the laws of the common [aw. We want the
public to be confident in the results, but to
see our election admnistration ignoring or
viol ating the | aw underm nes that confidence.
After all, if it so cavalierly disregards one
law, a | aw that provides transparently and
accountability, what other laws mght it be

di sregarding? Followng the lawis not a
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matter of conveni ence. Denobcracy cannot exi st
outside the rule of law This board has the
duty and the responsibility to correct these
Illegalities and al so has the opportunity.
It's as sinple as followng the aw. Thank
you.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: W'l 1 now nove
to e-mail public comment. Judge Furl ong.

JUDGE FURLONG. Thank you, M.
Chairman. Al comments that were e-mail ed
before the neeting were shared with the board
and the deputies have been provided in the
nmeeti ng nenber of the board (i naudible)
avai l able at the public for comment. Received

one comment (i naudi ble) elections board

(i naudi bl e.)

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  And wi t hout
obj ection, | agree and | have read the
e-mai l ed comment and it wll be marked and

noved into the public record of this neeting.
So now under new busi ness, we are going
to proceed to the performance of the oath for
t he canvas of el ections and the preceding
primary and special elections, so wll the

canvassers pl ease stand?
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Do you and each of you solemly swear
that you will performyour duties in assisting
I n the precanvas and canvas of votes cast in
the primary special election held on Tuesday,
May 16, 2023 in the Cty and County of
Phi | adel phia and do you so swear that you wl|
performyour duties inpartially and that you
should not read, wite, count or certify any
return votes falsely or fraudulently, so help
you God?

CANVASSERS: | do.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Thank you and
we appreciate your service to your comunity
and the conduct of the canvas of this
el ection. Thank you agai n.

(Recess.)

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Good norni ng
and thank you for being with us here today.
|'d ask you all to please rise so | nay
adm ni ster the oath.

Do you and each of you, solemmly swear
that you will performyour duties in assisting
the canvas of the votes cast in the primary
and special election held on Tuesday, My 16,
2023, in the Cty and County of Phil adel phia
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and do you swear that you wll perform your
duties inpartially and that you shall not

read, wite, count or certify any return votes
falsely or fraudulently, so help you God

CANVASSERS: | do.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Thank you and
you may proceed and we appreciate your hard
wor k on behal f of your community and your
nei ghbors thank you very nuch.

(Recess.)

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Good nor ni ng,
everyone. W can only run as slow as our
fastest man or sonething |ike that.

Good norni ng, everyone. Thank you so
much for being of service to your community
and your nei ghbors and the conduct of the
canvas of this election vote, so if you'll
pl ease rise, | wll now adm ni ster the oath.

Do you and each of you solemly swear
that you wll performyour duties in assisting
t he canvas of the votes cast in the primary
and special election held on Tuesday, My 16,
2023 in the Gty and County of Phil adel phia
and do you swear that you wll perform your
duties inpartially and that you shall not
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read, wite, count or certify any return votes
falsely or fraudulently, so help you God

CANVASSERS: | do.

JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Thank you very
much, | adies and gentl enen.

(Recess.)

JUDGE CRUMLI SH:  Good nor ni ng.
You all can be seated for the nonent. Let
everyone get in.

So good norning, everyone. And first
of all, I'd like to thank you all for the
servi ce you performon behal f of your
communi ty and your neighbors and this
I nportant role in the canvas of the votes for
this last election, so with that I am now
going to adm ni ster the oath.

Do you swear that you will performyour
duties in assisting the canvas of the votes
cast in the primary and special election held
on Tuesday, May 16, 2023 in the Cty and
County of Phil adel phia and do you swear t hat
you w || performyour duties inpartially and
that you shall not read, wite, count or
certify any return votes falsely or
fraudul ently, so help you God
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much.

CANVASSERS: | do.
JUDGE CRUMLI SH: Thank you very

(This concludes the video file.)
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CERTIFICATTION

I hereby certify that the proceedings and
evidence noted are contained fully and accurately in
the stenographic notes taken by me upon the foregoing
matter, and that this is a correct transcript of the

same.

Wﬁw

Court Reporter-Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction of the
same by any means, unless under the direct control

and/or supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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