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PROCEEDI NGS

(12: 00 p.m)

MR. SABIR Good norning. | call to order
neeting of the Phil adel phia Cty Conmm ssioner's Board
of Elections for Friday, May 3rd. This neeting is in
conpl i ance under the Pennsyl vania Sunshine Act. The
Phi | adel phia City Conmm ssioners are a three nenber
bi parti san board of elected officials in charge of
el ections and voter registration for the County of
Phi | adel phia. Each Conmi ssioner is elected to serve a
four year termthat coincide with the nunicipa
el ection cycle for mayor and city council.

The Conmm ssioners set and enforced departnental
policies to adm nister voter registration and conduct
the elections in accordance with federal state voter
regi stration and election laws. The Gty
Commi ssi oners were created by the Pennsylvani a
Assenbly in 1711 with a focus on taxation and held
various regul atory powers throughout the centuries.

The Comm ssioners started naintaining voter lists
in 1799 and took on nore election rel ated
responsibilities, but didn't energe in its current
formuntil the adaption of Phil adel phia's Honme Rule
Charter, 1951.

W will start off with public comments. Before
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begi nning their comments, commenter should state where

they live or if they are not a resident of
Phi | adel phia and that they are a Phil adel phi a
taxpayer. Public coment is not an opportunity for
dialog or Q and A

It is public conmment, a chance for you to tell us
what you think. Each speaker will have two mnutes to
speak, however, | may extend the tinme at ny
di scretion. Public comment must concern matters on
today' s neeti ng agenda.

Finally, it is ny responsibility to preserve the
order and decorum of the neetings as such, profane,
sl anderous, discrimnatory, personal attacks will not
be tol erat ed.

If you wiwsh to nmake a public objection to a
per cei ved Sunshi ne viol ation, please raise your hand
and | will recognize you. Qutbursts will not be
tolerated. Anyone wshing to offer public coment,
pl ease step forward. Hearing none, we will now nove
to report from Secretary Bl uestein.

MR. BLUESTEIN. There were no public comments
emai |l ed by 10:45 a.m.

MR. SABI R Thank you, Secretary Bluestein. This
conpl etes our old business for today's neeting. W

wi |l now nove to the next agenda item provisional
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bal | ot sufficiency determ nations nmade by our

Supervi sor of El ection, Roxanne Huff- G oss.

Bef ore we proceed, the professional staff has
identified an additional category that was not
I ncl uded on the agenda. Therefore, | nmake the notion
to anend the agenda to add provisional ballots that
were not signed by the board workers, is there a
second?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

MR. SABI R Roxanne, could you pl ease provide a
report on this category?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Good norni ng, Conm ssioners.
Yes, we have a total of -- ny nane is Roxanne Huff-
G oss. | amvoter registration and el ection board
supervisor and I'mhere to serve and to i nformyou
about the status of the proficiency ballots. For an
exanple, is there sonme --

MR. SABIR Vote for the notion real quick.
There was a second, we just want to vote on that
notion real quick. Vice Chair, did you have any
comments that you wanted to nake on that notion?

MS. DEELEY: | do not.

MR. SABIR. Secretary Bluestein, do you have any
conments you want to make on this?

MR BLUESTEIN. | do not.
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MR. SABIR Ckay. You want to call the roll on

this one?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Yes. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

MR. SABI R  Aye.

M5. HUFF-GROSS: Okay. |s there sonething | need
to do for this?

MR. SABI R No.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Okay. | have 49 in total that
are not signed by the Board. Neither the Judge of
El ection or the Mnority Inspector signature.

MR. SABIR  Thank you. | notion that this Board
accepts provisional ballots where the board workers

did not sign the ballots, but the voter conpleted the

ball ot correctly. |Is there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

MR. SABIR.  Secretary Bluestein, please call the
roll.

MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

MR. SABIR. Aye. So now we're going to nove down
to the other categories. | notion -- okay. So,

Roxanne, you want to do the report for each one of the
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cat egori es?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Certainly.

MR. SABI R Thank you.

M5. HUFF-GROSS: First category is not in the
Sure system we have 68.

MR SABIR | notion that this Board does not
accept the ballots where the voter is not found in
Sure. |Is there a second?

M5. DEELEY: Second.

MR SABIR Does anyone want to nake a comment on
this topic?

MR. BLUESTEIN: No, M. Chairman.

MR. SABIR  Ckay. Secretary Bluestein, you want
to call the roll?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

M5. DEELEY: | vote aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

MR. SABIR. Aye. Roxanne, you want to do the
next ?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Cancel ed registrations. There
were 35.

MR SABIR | notion that this board does not
accept ballots of voters with a cancel ed registrati on.
s there a second?

MS. DEELEY: Second.
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MR. SABI R Does anyone want to nake a comment on

this notion?
M5. DEELEY: | do not.
MR. BLUESTEIN: No, M. Chairman.
MR. SABIR.  Secretary Bluestein, please call the

roll.
MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?
M5. DEELEY: | vote aye.
MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?
MR. SABIR Aye. Please proceed.
M5. HUFF- GROSS: Next category, registered in

anot her county, there were 71.

MR SABIR | notion that this Board does not
accept ballots of individuals who are registered in
anot her county. |s there a second?

V5. DEELEY: Second.

MR. SABI R Does anyone have a conment on this

M5. DEELEY: | do not.
MR BLUESTEIN:. No, M. Chairnman.
MR. SABIR. Secretary Bluestein, please call the

roll.
MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?
MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.
MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?
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MR. SABIR Aye. Please proceed.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Next category, not signed by the
voter. There was one.

MR. SABIR | notion that this Board does not
accept ballots that have not been signed by the voter.
|s there a second?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

MR. SABIR. Does anyone want to make a comment on
this notion?

M5. DEELEY: | do not.

MR BLUESTEIN. No, M. Chairnan.

MR. SABIR  Secretary Bluestein? Please call the

roll.
MR. BLUESTEIN:. Vice Chair Deel ey?
MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.
MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairnman Sabir?
MR. SABIR  So, what now? Aye. You want to
proceed?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Next category. Signature
doesn't match, there were none.

MR. SABI R Thank you.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Next category. Voted in person,
there were seven.

MR. SABIR Okay. | notion that this Board does

not accept ballots where it was determ ned that the
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MR. SABIR. Does anyone have any comment on this

MS. DEELEY: | do not.
MR. BLUESTEIN: No, M. Chairnan.

MR. SABIR. Secretary Bluestein, please call the

r?

roll.
MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?
MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.
MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabi
MR. SABIR  Aye. You can proceed.
M5. HUFF- GROSS: Next category. No ward division

on envel ope, none.

MR SABIR | notion that this Board accept

ball ots in instances where the provider provided all

of the necessary and material information except the

ward and division. |Is there a second?
MS. DEELEY: There is no ballots.
MR. SABIR kay. So there's no second.

There's

zero in that category. W'Il| proceed to the next one.

You want to proceed, Roxanne?
MS. HUFF- GROSS:  Yes. Returned mail in or
absentee that was counted. There were 40 mail

one absent ee.

i n and
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MR SABI R | notion that this Board does not

accept ballots in instances where the voter did not
return a mail in or absentee ballot that was count ed.
s there a second?

V5. DEELEY: Second.

MR. SABI R Does anyone have a conment on this

MR. BLUESTEIN. No, M. Chairnman.

MR. SABIR. (kay. Secretary Bluestein, please
call the roll.

MR. BLUESTEIN. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MS. DEELEY: | vote aye.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

MR. SABIR Aye. You want to proceed?

M5. HUFF-GROSS: Al right. Ballot not encl osed
I n secrecy envelope. There were a total of 72.

MS. DEELEY: M. Chairman, | have a question for
Roxanne.

M5. HUFF- GROSS:  Yes.

MR. SABI R Proceed.

MS. DEELEY: Roxanne, were these voters
determ ned to be registered voters?

M5. HUFF- GROSS:  Yes.

MS. DEELEY: These voters signed the affidavit,

correct?
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MS. HUFF- GROSS:  Yes.

M5. DEELEY: So the only thing wong wth these
ballots is that they are m ssing a secrecy envel ope,
correct?

M5. HUFF- GROSS: They were not in a secrecy
envel ope, but there was no secrecy envel ope within the
bal | ot .

M5. DEELEY: Thank you.

MR SABIR | notion that this Board does not
accept ballots that were not enclosed in the secrecy
envel ope. |Is there a second?

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman --

MR. SABIR Hold on. Hold on now.

MR. BLUESTEIN. Second.

MR. SABIR  Ckay.

M5. DEELEY: M. Chairman, nmay | nmake a remark on
t he notion?

MR SABIR Yes, ma'am But just, you know, when
you talk while I'mtal king one on one, it confuses
everything. But just, you know, | give every
opportunity after we second the notion. So you on
nine, is that correct? |Is this the sanme topic?

MS. DEELEY: Yes, M. Chairman.

MR. SABIR  (ood.

M5. DEELEY: | believe whether or not a ballot is
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I n the secrecy envelope, is not material in

determ ni ng whet her or not such individual is
gualified under state lawto vote in such election.
But unlike the nmail ballots where the voters are
filling themout on their kitchen table, these voters
are doing this process in the polling place. The
Judge of Election should be instructing themto place
their ballot in a secrecy envel ope.

So this is a poll worker error that we shoul d not
be punishing the voter for. Furthernore, the
difference here is the provisional ballots are
outlined in the federal law, the Help Anerica Vote
Act. And this is a federal election. State |aw
determ nes soneone is eligible to vote. W determ ne
these voters to be registered and that they signed the
affidavit and that they have not already voted in
anot her way, then we nmust count them

PA | aw has an extra -- has extra hurdles, but
putting a ballot in a secrecy envel ope has no bearing
on whet her or not soneone is qualified to vote. |
believe the PAlawis in conflict with the Help
America Vote Act. This is not -- this has not been
t he subject of recent court challenges, and therefore,
| believe that these ballots should count.

MR. SABI R Thank you. Secretary Bluestein, did
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you have a comment you wanted to make?
MR. BLUESTEIN. | have none.
MR SABIR kay. |'ll say the notion again. |

notion that this Board does not accept the ballots
that were not included -- can you call the roll?

MR. BLUESTEIN. Yes, sir. Vice Chair Deel ey?

MB. DEELEY: Nay.

MR. BLUESTEIN. | vote aye. Chairman Sabir?

MR. SABIR. Aye. GCkay. Thank you, Roxanne, for
all the hard work that you and your staff do at each
election. And it's always a pleasure to see you.
It's a pleasure to see you here. It's ny first tine
seeing you here, you know, in this capacity. Thank
you for all the work that you do in DSG and all across
our departnent. The service is greatly appreciated.

M5. HUFF- GROSS: Thank you for allow ng ne the
opportunity to serve.

MR. SABIR. Thank you. W'Il now nove to the
ot her portion of our agenda. Vice Chair Deeley, do
you have any ot her business to be raised at this
neeti ng?

MS. DEELEY: | do not.

MR. SABIR. Secretary Bluestein, do you have any
busi ness to be raised at this neeting?

MR. BLUESTEIN: | have none.
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MR. SABI R Thank you, Conm ssioners.
no nore agenda itens.

(The neeting was adjourned.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

I, MCHELE NI EHAUS, Legal Transcriptionist, do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing is a conplete and true
transcription of the original digital audio recording
of the testinony and proceedi ngs captured in the
above-entitled nmatter. As the transcriptionist, |
have revi ewed and transcribed the entirety of the
original digital audio recording of the proceeding to
ensure a verbatimrecord to the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | amneither attorney for
nor a relative or enployee of any of the parties to
the action; further, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of this matter.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand

this 7th day of My, 2024.

“leedete . Ve hae
L

M chel e Ni ehaus
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