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·1· · · · · · · · · P R O C E E D I N G S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · (11:00 a.m.)

·3· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Good morning.· Call to order the

·4· meeting of the Philadelphia City Commissioners Board

·5· of Elections for Wednesday, March 27th, 2024.· This

·6· meeting is in compliance under the Pennsylvania

·7· Sunshine Act.· The Philadelphia City Commissioners

·8· are a three-member bipartisan Board of elected

·9· officials in charge of elections and voter

10· registration for the county of Philadelphia.

11· · · ·Each commissioner is elected to serve a four-

12· year term that coincides with the municipal election

13· cycle for mayor and city council.· The Commissioners

14· set and enforce departmental policies to administer

15· voter registrations and conduct elections in

16· accordance with federal and state voter registration

17· election laws.· The City Commissioners were created

18· by the Pennsylvania assembly in 1711 with a focus on

19· taxation that held various regulatory powers

20· throughout the centuries.

21· · · ·The commissioner started maintaining voter

22· lists in 1799 and took on more election related

23· responsibilities, but didn't emerge into its current

24· form until the adaptation of the Philadelphia Home

25· Rule Charter.· We will start off with public
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·1· comments.· Before beginning their comments,

·2· commenter shall state where they live or if they are

·3· not a resident of Philadelphia and that they are a

·4· Philadelphia taxpayer.

·5· · · ·Public comment is not an opportunity for

·6· dialogue or Q and A.· It is public comment, a chance

·7· for you to tell us what you think.· Each speaker

·8· will have two minutes to speak, however, I may

·9· extend the time at my discretion.· Public comment

10· must concern matters on today's meeting agenda.

11· Finally, it is my responsibility to preserve the

12· order and decorum of the meetings.· As such profane,

13· slanderous, discriminator a personal attacks will

14· not be tolerated.

15· · · ·If you wish to make a public objection to a

16· perceived Sunshine violation, please raise your hand

17· and I will recognize you.· Outbursts will not be

18· tolerated.· Anyone wishing to offer a public

19· comment, please step forward.· Now, if there's

20· anyone here that want to make a public comment in

21· regards to a polling change, we're going to hold

22· that.· But if it's anything other than just polling

23· changes, if someone wants to make a public comment,

24· you're now welcome to make the public comment.

25· Okay.
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·1· · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· (indiscernible).

·2· · · ·MR. SABIR:· No.· But, sir, that's a polling

·3· place change, right?

·4· · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Yes, sir.

·5· · · ·MR. SABIR:· We're going to come back to that

·6· when we do the polling place changes.· Anyone else

·7· here, other than a polling place change.· Well, is

·8· it in regards to the change, or you just want to

·9· make a comment, just in general?

10· · · ·MS. JONES WIBLE:· No.· It's not in regards to

11· change is actually an issue with polling location at

12· the polling location?

13· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Sure.· You want to come up, then?

14· · · ·MS. JONES WIBLE:· Sure.· Good morning.· My name

15· is Juanita Jones Wible.· I'm the judge of elections

16· for 57-10.· We're located at Pollock Elementary

17· School, and we have an issue with the where the

18· location of the parking lot is on one side of the

19· building and it's at least over 500 feet from the

20· accessible area for handicapped voters.· And it

21· seems like we are deterring our handicapped voters

22· from coming in because the parking lot is so far

23· away and the parking spaces are so far away.

24· · · ·This person has to navigate the parking lot,

25· come up to the sidewalk, and then come all the way
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·1· across the front of the building, past the front

·2· steps, all the way to the other end of the building

·3· to get to the ramp, which sometimes the door isn't

·4· even open for them to even access the building

·5· itself.· So that's another issue.· But I would like

·6· to see if we can request that there's a temporary

·7· handicapped zone in front of the building, in front

·8· of the actual handicap ramp so that these people

·9· aren't killing themselves to get in.

10· · · ·My division itself has a paraplegic who is

11· using ventilator as well as a mobilized device to

12· get in, and he struggled and that man should not

13· have had to struggle, especially for his handicap.

14· So if there could be that section in front of the

15· building on Welch Road, if that could actually be

16· designated as a handicap location, just temporary

17· for that day, for those hours, that would be

18· fabulous.

19· · · ·We wouldn't have so many people turning away

20· because they're actually coming to the front steps,

21· and they're already exhausted because of the

22· struggle to get out of the parking lot.· So if we

23· could do something with that, that would be

24· wonderful.

25· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Thank you.
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·1· · · ·MS. JONES WIBLE:· You're welcome.

·2· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Thank you.· And thank you for your

·3· service.

·4· · · ·MS. JONES WIBLE:· Thank you.

·5· · · ·MR. SABIR:· I really appreciate it.· And

·6· Charles Stroman is here.· Charlie, raise your hand.

·7· So be up to the meeting.· You all can have a

·8· conversation with Charlie.

·9· · · ·MS. JONES WIBLE:· Okay, great. Thank you.

10· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Thank you.· Was there anyone else

11· here with public comment?· Okay.· Thank you.· We

12· will now move to report from the secretary for email

13· public comments Secretary Bluestein, are there any

14· email public comments?

15· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· All comments that were emailed

16· by 9:45 a.m. were shared with the Commissioners and

17· the deputies by 10:00 a.m.· And have been provided

18· to each Commissioner at the beginning of the meeting

19· and are available at the public comment table.· We

20· received one comment after last week's meeting from

21· Laura Morris related to a polling place change that

22· was decided at that meeting.· I have reviewed the

23· comment and ask that it be moved into the record.

24· · · ·Professional staff have reached out to the

25· commenter and provided additional feedback.
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·1· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Vice Chairwoman Deeley, did you

·2· have an opportunity to review this public comment?

·3· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· I have also reviewed it and agree

·4· it should be moved into the record.

·5· · · ·MR. SABIR:· I have also reviewed it.· Secretary

·6· Bluestein, please move us into the record.· We will

·7· now proceed to old business.· We have a report from

·8· our directors of Election Administration and

·9· Operation which will be reported by Joseph Lynch and

10· Stephanie Reid.

11· · · ·MR. LYNCH:· Morning Commissioners?

12· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Good morning.

13· · · ·MR. LYNCH:· This is our weekly Sunshine update

14· for March 27th, 2024.· For our voter registration

15· report, we processed a total of 84,433 registration

16· applications so far.· Out of these, 8,250 were sent

17· to us on paper.· All applications are up-to-date,

18· and we are approved reading and making any necessary

19· corrections.· 16 polling locations were changed

20· Insurer, and 9,987 voter ID cards were mailed out

21· because of those changes.· The new street lists are

22· scheduled to be delivered on the 27th.

23· · · ·For the County Board Election report, we are

24· still accepting mail in and absentee ballot

25· applications and the deadline for the primary
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·1· election mail in applications is April 16th at 5:00

·2· p.m.· Voters can apply online at vote.Phila.gov.· So

·3· far, we've approved 77,956 vote by mail

·4· applications, which is 3,229 more than last week's

·5· reported numbers.· We've processed a total of 47,588

·6· paper applications and 30,368 electronic

·7· applications.

·8· · · ·We are currently up to date on process and mail

·9· in and absentee ballot applications.· Friday, April

10· 12th, 2024, is the deadline for filing cycle 2

11· second Friday pre-primary campaign finance reports.

12· All candidates, committees, political action

13· committees or committees contributing to candidates

14· for office that have made expenditures to influence

15· a city election must file a report.· For our

16· election Board report confirmation calls and emails

17· for Board workers continue.

18· · · ·We have confirmed a total of 6,434 Board

19· workers and 1,111 declines and left messages for

20· 468.· Additionally, we currently have 1,369 poll

21· workers registered for training so far.· 4,587 have

22· attended seminar training and 1,193 have attended

23· express poll refresher training sessions.· With the

24· online training now accessible, 811 poll workers

25· have completed training online.· Our satellite unit
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·1· opened district 3 to the public on Monday, March

·2· 25th.

·3· · · ·Additionally, we are in the lease draft phase

·4· for six locations with one location in the letter of

·5· intent phase.· We are close to pursuing the letter

·6· of intent phase for a location in district 4.· For

·7· district 1, we have received approval --

·8· · · · · · (Audio cuts to Ms. Reid)

·9· · · ·MS. REID:· Going hiring efforts with positions

10· for clerks, trades helpers, and temps.· We've made

11· significant progress in hiring with the majority of

12· positions filled or in the process of being filled.

13· Our current workforce totals 171 employees

14· consisting of 143 civil service employees and 28

15· exempts.· Within the civil service roles, we have 51

16· clerk 1s, 21 clerk 2s, 12 clerk 3s and 15 trades

17· helper positions.

18· · · ·These staffing levels represent a 25 percent

19· increase since the reorganization of the Board.

20· This has been a collective effort across all the

21· Commissioners offices and our human resource

22· department.· I think everyone who's been working to

23· achieve full staffing levels.· We're focusing on

24· continuing new hire activities and preparing for

25· orientations as well as planning for surge staffing.
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·1· Speaking of surge staffing, progress has been made

·2· in scheduling polling place liaisons and conducting

·3· training sessions.

·4· · · ·We've seen strong participation with 70

·5· individuals signed up for training.· Our team leads

·6· are actively reaching out to staff and we're

·7· steadily confirming a car drivers and drop box

·8· lockers to ensure smooth operations during the

·9· search.

10· · · ·For information technology, various e-public

11· testing has been underway and interviews are ongoing

12· for technical support specialist in GIS positions.

13· We aim to have these positions ready for a vote next

14· week.· We continue providing day to day IT support

15· to facilitate our operations.

16· · · ·In conclusion, I'm proud of the dedication and

17· hard work exhibited by each department.· Thank you

18· for your commitment and relentless efforts.· Thank

19· you.

20· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Vice chair Deeley, do you have any

21· questions?

22· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· I do not.

23· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, do you have

24· any questions?

25· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I have none.
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·1· · · ·MR. SABIR:· This completes our old business for

·2· today's meeting.· We will now proceed to new

·3· business.· We will begin by considering the first

·4· agenda item under new business.· Vice Chairwoman

·5· Deeley, please put forth the motion.

·6· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Thank you, Mr. Chairman.· I was

·7· dismayed recently when I saw that our list of drop

·8· boxes and there was only one additional drop box

·9· from the 2023 general election.· We have invested

10· hundreds to thousands of dollars into a camera

11· network to enable us to place drop boxes in

12· additional locations.· We made progress adding

13· additional boxes before last election.· I know that

14· after November much effort was made to survey new

15· sites.· We have the cameras.· We have the boxes.

16· · · ·I know there is a challenge of getting the

17· people to lock them, but we need to push to recruit

18· more city employees to volunteer and can't allow

19· that to slow us down or our drop box expansion.· We

20· are not going to wake up tomorrow and have 75 drop

21· boxes.· But every election we need to add more so

22· that we are working towards having them all over the

23· city.· This being a presidential election year, the

24· voters of Philadelphia expect and deserve additional

25· services.
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·1· · · ·As their elected Commissioners it is our

·2· obligation to ensure that they receive it.

·3· Therefore, I motion that it is the sentiment of this

·4· Board that there should be more than one additional

·5· drop box added since the 2023 general election and

·6· the Director of Election Administration and the

·7· Director of Election Operations to install

·8· additional drop boxes before the primary election.

·9· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Is there a second?· Not hearing a

10· second.· We will now move to the next agenda item,

11· polling location changes.· We will hear from Mr.

12· Charles Stroman.

13· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Good morning, Commissioners.

14· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Good morning, Charles.

15· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· The first change I have is in 6th

16· Ward, the 17th Division, moving out of Discovery

17· Charter School to the first African Presbyterian

18· Church.· And that's due to a refusal for state

19· testing.

20· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

21· professional staff, I move that we accept the

22· polling change for Ward Division.· I'm sorry.· Ward

23· 6, Division 17.· Is there a second?

24· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Second.

25· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call
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·1· the roll.

·2· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice chair Deeley?

·3· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

·4· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

·5· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

·6· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change I have is in the 8th

·7· Ward, in the 34th Division, moving out of the Land

·8· Title Building to the Kimmel Center, and that's due

·9· to a refusal.

10· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

11· professional staff, I move that we accept the

12· polling place change for Ward 8, Division 34.· Is

13· there a second?

14· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

15· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

16· the roll.

17· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice chair Deeley?

18· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

19· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

20· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

21· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· The next change I have, I'm

22· lumping a couple Wards together.· It's Ward 16,

23· Division 12, 13, 17, and 18 and in Ward 28, Division

24· 1 and 18.· All them moving from the Cecil B Moore

25· Rec Center to the Dobbins Technical High School.
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·1· And that's all due to construction.

·2· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

·3· the professional staff, I move that we accept the

·4· polling place change for Ward 16, Division 12, 13,

·5· 17, Ward 18, Division 1 and 18.

·6· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Second.

·7· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

·8· the roll.

·9· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

10· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

11· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

12· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

13· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change is in the 21st Ward,

14· the 43rd Division, moving out of the Andorra library

15· to the Summit Park Apartments, due to construction.

16· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

17· professional staff. I move that we accept the

18· polling place change for Ward 21, Division 43.· Is

19· there a second?

20· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Second.

21· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

22· the roll.

23· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

24· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

25· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?
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·1· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

·2· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change is in the 23rd Ward,

·3· the 14th Division moving out of the Philadelphia

·4· Preparatory Charter School to the Baptist Worship

·5· Center due to a refusal.

·6· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

·7· professional staff, I move that we accept the

·8· polling place change for Ward 23, Division 14.· Is

·9· there a second?

10· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

11· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

12· the roll.

13· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

14· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

15· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

16· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

17· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change is in the 23rd Ward,

18· again in the 17th Division.· Moving out American

19· Legion Post 224 to the Second Baptist Church of

20· Frankford.· And that is due to construction.

21· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

22· professional staff, I move that we accept the

23· polling place change for Ward 23, Division 17.· Is

24· there a second?

25· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Second.
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·1· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

·2· the roll.

·3· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

·4· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

·5· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

·6· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

·7· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next changes in the 33rd Ward,

·8· the 2nd Division moving out of Juniata Park Academy

·9· to the Juniata Youth Club, and that's due to voter

10· convenience.

11· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

12· professional staff, I move that we accept the

13· polling place change for Ward 33, Division 2.

14· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Second.

15· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

16· the roll.

17· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

18· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

19· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

20· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

21· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change is in the 35th Ward,

22· the 5th Division moving out of Cedar Grove Christian

23· Academy to the Philadelphia Protestant Home.· And I

24· announced that last week.· I addressed the concerns.

25· I spoke to the people at the Protestant Home, and
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·1· they're not going to ask voters to take a picture or

·2· sign in.· And also they will not allow another

·3· Division to come in with them.· It's only the

·4· Division that they're in.· So I address the

·5· concerns.

·6· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

·7· the professional staff, I move that we accept the

·8· polling place change for Ward 35 Division 5.

·9· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

10· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

11· the roll.

12· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

13· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

14· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

15· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· So for 35, 9.

16· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change is 35th Ward, 9th

17· Division, moving out of Lawncrest Rec Center to the

18· Philadelphia.

19· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Hold on one second.· So did anybody

20· want to make public comment for 35th.· You want to

21· come up?· Let them sit there.· Come on up.· Then

22· come on speak on the microphone, you want to state

23· your name for the record?· And thank you for coming

24· up and thank you for your service.

25· · · ·MR. MASON:· Good morning.
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·1· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Good morning.

·2· · · ·MR. MASON:· This is the first time I jumped in

·3· the water here.· So even as far as being on the

·4· polls, again, I just jumped in.· And I know I can go

·5· a little further with the guidance of the Commission

·6· Board.· Again, I've been working the polls 35, 9,

·7· and I found out that they will be moving.· So I'm

·8· here today just to involve myself into the new

·9· location.· So I believe I'm sitting right next to

10· the right man here.

11· · · ·MR. SABIR:· The right person.

12· · · ·MR. MASON:· Okay.· So I feel honored today.

13· Thank you.

14· · · ·MR. SABIR:· And thank you for your service.  I

15· appreciate you.· It's working the polls and

16· everything.· Just a hard job, man.· Democracy lies

17· with you.· So thank you.

18· · · ·MR. MASON:· Calvin Mason.

19· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Sorry, first name, Calvin.· Thank

20· you, Calvin.· Please proceed.

21· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· So that would be the 35th Ward,

22· 9th Division moving out of Lawncrest Rec Center to

23· the Philadelphia Bible Fellowship due to

24· construction.

25· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of
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·1· professional staff, I move that we accept the

·2· polling place change for Ward 35, Division 9.

·3· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Second.

·4· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

·5· the roll.

·6· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

·7· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

·8· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye, Chairman Sabir?

·9· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

10· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change will be in the 35th

11· Ward again, the 10th Division, the 11th Division,

12· and the 25th Division, all moving out of Lawncrest

13· Rec Center to the Franklin School due to

14· construction.

15· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.· Sorry.· I'm getting ahead

16· of myself.

17· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

18· professional staff, I move that we accept the

19· polling place change for Ward 35, Division 10, 11,

20· and 25.· Vice Chair Deeley now may second it.

21· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

22· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

23· the roll.

24· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

25· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.
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·1· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

·2· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

·3· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change is in the 35th Ward

·4· again, the 12th Division and the 13th Division move

·5· out of Lawncrest Rec Center to the Prince of Peace

·6· Lutheran Church due to construction.

·7· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

·8· professional staff, I move that we accept the

·9· polling place change for Ward 35, Division 12 and

10· 13.· Is there a second?

11· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Second.

12· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

13· the roll.

14· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

15· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

16· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

17· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

18· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next set of changes is in the

19· 40th Ward, the 10th Division, 19th Division, 20th

20· Division and 26th Division, all moving out of

21· Southwest CDC to the William P. Post Roche number 21

22· at 6400 Paschall Avenue.· And that's back to the

23· original location.

24· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

25· professional staff.· I move that we accept the



Page 22
·1· polling place change for Ward 40, Division 10, 19,

·2· 20, and 26.· Is there a second?

·3· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

·4· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

·5· the roll.

·6· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

·7· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

·8· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

·9· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

10· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next set of changes in the 40th

11· Ward.· Again, the 13th Division and the 14th

12· Division moving out of Straight Gate Church to the

13· Ezekiel Baptist Church due to a refusal.

14· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

15· professional staff, I move that we accept the

16· polling place change for Ward 40, Division 13 and

17· 14.· Is there a second?

18· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

19· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

20· the roll.

21· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

22· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

23· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye, Chairman Sabir?

24· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

25· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next changes in the 43rd Ward,
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·1· 22nd Division, and 23rd Division moving out of the

·2· PGW Building to the Lenfest Center.· And that is due

·3· to the building closure.

·4· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

·5· professional staff, I move that we accept the

·6· polling place change for Ward 43, Division 22,

·7· Division 23.· Is there a second?

·8· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

·9· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary, Bluestein, please call

10· the roll.· I'm sorry.· You have a public comment for

11· Ward 43, Division 22 and 23.· Okay.· You want to

12· come up and identify yourself?· Thank you for coming

13· up.· I appreciate you.

14· · · ·MS. BRADSHAW:· My name is Chinita Bradshaw.

15· I'm a committee person for that Ward.· We did get

16· the information about the closing of PGW only by

17· walking by seeing a sticker on the door.· And we

18· received nothing from emails or anything of that

19· nature and anything from the Ward leader.· State

20· Representative, and our Ward leader, Danilo Burgos,

21· and I worked diligently to find places that we could

22· go because a lot of the voters don't want to go to

23· the Lenfest.

24· · · ·And with that being said, we have picked about

25· five people that are sent to you.· I mean, five
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·1· different places.· They were all turned down.· One

·2· of them was turned down because of the crossing of

·3· Broad Street.· And I wanted to know why is that.

·4· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· I can address that.· Crossing a

·5· big major street like Broad Street.· It actually

·6· wasn't an improvement from the Lenfest Center, and

·7· it's actually out of the Ward.· Lenfest Center is

·8· closer to them, two Divisions.· As far as the other

·9· sites that I was given, they are not handicap

10· accessible.· And we cannot use a place with more

11· than one 6-and-a-half-inch step.· So it's very

12· difficult sometimes to find a place.· And that area

13· there is extremely difficult.· There's many stores

14· and residences, not many places to pick.

15· · · ·MS. BRADSHAW:· Well, one of the places we chose

16· was a hall that's handicapped accessible.· And they

17· were willing to let us house there for this voting

18· process.· And that was also turned down because of

19· the crossing of Broad Street.· We did reach out to

20· individuals in the neighborhood that were willing to

21· assist with helping people cross the street.· We

22· purchased the green reflector jackets and all that

23· kind of stuff.

24· · · ·And most of our voters are old voters that have

25· nieces, nephews, daughters, and sons that drive them
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·1· over to the polling place.· And then some of them,

·2· this might be the only time they get out and walk

·3· the neighborhood, really and truly to come out and

·4· vote.· So the Lenfest is a secluded area where you

·5· have to go down.· The area where all of the women of

·6· the night and drug dealers as well as users are all

·7· on that block right across from Little Flower

·8· School.· It's a very deserted area.

·9· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Yes.· I'll make a motion to table

10· this one.· Is there a second?

11· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

12· · · ·MR. SABIR:· So we'll table the discussion for

13· Ward 43 Division 22nd, 23rd, and we'll do a little

14· bit more research over there.

15· · · ·MS. BRADSHAW:· Okay.

16· · · ·MR. SABIR:· We'll see so as of now, just let

17· you know what happened.· We didn't vote on moving

18· it.· We just moved to hold the conversation up.· And

19· then we'll have a double conversation.· Then we'll

20· vote on it --

21· · · ·MR. BASH:· Okay.

22· · · ·MR. SABIR:· -- And we will get more

23· information.

24· · · ·MS. BRADSHAW:· And I just want to quickly say

25· the reason I'm here is because of the voters.· We
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·1· have a great report with the Lenfest if it comes to

·2· that, then it just has to be that.· But with people

·3· in the neighborhood helping to help us have

·4· something closer, I just thought I would say that.

·5· · · ·MR. SABIR:· So is there any other locations

·6· other than the one that you saw?

·7· · · ·MS. BRADSHAW:· Yeah, it was four more, but --

·8· · · ·MR. SABIR:· No.· I'm saying not the ones that

·9· we didn't do the investigation for.· I'm saying.

10· But is there any ones other than that we didn't do

11· an investigation for as I'm asking?

12· · · ·MS. BRADSHAW:· I think it may have been one,

13· but that was on Germantown Avenue.· And if they go

14· down there, they might as well go probably to the

15· Lenfest Center.

16· · · ·MR. SABIR:· So we'll look at investigate this a

17· little bit more.

18· · · ·MS. BRADSHAW:· Thank you so much.· Thank you

19· very much.

20· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change is in the 46th Ward,

21· the 4th Division moving out of the Global Leadership

22· Academy to the Philadelphia Health Center on Cedar.

23· And that's due to state testing.

24· · · ·MR. SABIR:· I got you.· That was just for 22nd

25· Division?· So, Charlie we are going to go back to 43
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·1· for a second?

·2· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Sure.

·3· · · ·MR. SABIR:· So that was just for the 22nd

·4· Division, right?

·5· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· 22nd and the 23rd Division.

·6· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Okay.

·7· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Yeah.

·8· · · ·MR. SABIR:· So we just tabling for the 22nd?

·9· Correct.

10· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· If that's what she wants, that's

11· fine.· I mean, I can address that afterwards.

12· · · ·MR. SABIR:· So we don't have any opposition or

13· anything for the 23rd Division.· Correct.· Like no

14· one's there for the 23rd.

15· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Correct.

16· · · ·MR. SABIR:· I'm saying.· But you came.· You

17· comment on the 22nd Division?· I'm asking you.

18· · · ·MS. BRADSHAW:· No.· 23rd

19· · · ·MR. SABIR:· For the 23rd?

20· · · ·MS. BRADSHAW:· Yes.

21· · · ·MR. SABIR:· So nobody was here commented for

22· the 22nd Division?· So, Commissioners, did you all

23· want to table 22nd and 23rd or did you all want to

24· vote on 22nd?

25· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· I could second a vote on 22 if
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·1· there's nobody here to object.

·2· · · ·MR. SABIR:· We're going to 22.· So.· Charlie,

·3· so is your recommendation to move Ward 43 Division

·4· 22nd.· Is that correct?

·5· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Correct.

·6· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard that recommendation of

·7· the professional staff, I move that we accept the

·8· polling place change for Ward 43, Division 22.· Is

·9· there a second?

10· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

11· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

12· the roll.

13· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

14· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

15· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

16· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· So just for the record,

17· people is observing.· We're going to table Ward 43,

18· Division 23.· We have accepted Ward 43 Division 22nd

19· changed.· So now we're looking for Ward 43, suitable

20· place for Ward 43, Division 23.· Please proceed.

21· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next changes in the.

22· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Please proceed.

23· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next changes in the 46 Ward

24· again, Ward 46, Division 5 and 6, moving out of Boys

25· Latin Charter School to the Philadelphia Health
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·1· Center on Cedar.· And that's due to a scheduling

·2· conflict.

·3· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

·4· the professional staff, I move that we accept the

·5· polling place change for Ward 46, Division 5,

·6· Division 6.· Is there a second?

·7· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

·8· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

·9· the roll.

10· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

11· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

12· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

13· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

14· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change is in the 46th Ward

15· again in the 11th Division.· Moving out of the

16· People's Baptist Church to the Philadelphia Health

17· Center on Cedar, and it is due to a credit location.

18· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

19· professional staff, I move that we accept the

20· polling place change for Ward 46, Division 11.· Is

21· there a second?

22· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

23· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

24· the roll.

25· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?
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·1· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

·2· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

·3· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

·4· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next change is in the 47th Ward.

·5· The 1st Division moving out of the Church of Faith

·6· Deliverance Church to the National Temple Baptist

·7· Church, and that's due to a conflict.

·8· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

·9· professional staff, I move that we accept the

10· polling place change for Ward 47, Division 1.· Is

11· there a second?

12· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Second.

13· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

14· the roll.

15· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

16· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

17· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

18· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

19· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next changes in the 47th Ward

20· again, the 2nd Division moving out of Church of

21· Faith Deliverance Church to the Beckett Gardens

22· Community Center.· And that's due to a conflict.

23· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

24· professional staff, I move that we accept the

25· polling place change for Ward 47, Division 2.· Is
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·1· there a second?

·2· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

·3· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

·4· the roll.

·5· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

·6· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

·7· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

·8· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

·9· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next changes in the 49th Ward,

10· the 2nd Division and the 21st Division moving out of

11· the Logan Branch Library to the York House

12· Apartments.· And that's due to voter convenience.

13· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

14· the professional staff, I move that we accept the

15· polling place change for Ward 49, Division 2 and

16· Division 21.· Is there a second?

17· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

18· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

19· the roll.

20· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

21· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

22· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

23· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

24· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next changes in the 58th Ward,

25· 12th Division, 33rd Division, 34th Division, and
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·1· 38th Division.· All moving from the Synagogue to the

·2· Law school and that's due to a religious holiday.

·3· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

·4· the professional staff, I move that we accept the

·5· polling place change for Ward 48, Division 12, 33,

·6· 34, and 38.· Is there a second?

·7· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Second.

·8· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

·9· the roll.

10· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

11· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

12· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

13· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Please proceed.

14· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Next set of changes.· 62nd Ward,

15· 17th Division and the 26th Division.· Both moving

16· out of the Mayfair Theater to the Old Devon Store,

17· number 2.· And that's due to a scheduling conflict.

18· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Having heard the recommendation of

19· the professional staff, I move that we accept

20· polling place change for Ward 62, Division 17,

21· Division 26.· Is there a second?

22· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

23· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

24· the· roll.

25· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley.
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·1· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

·2· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir?

·3· · · ·MR. SABIR:· I vote aye.· Thank you, Charlie.

·4· You all doing a great job, especially what you did

·5· over to the 46th Ward, Division 5 and 6.· I drive

·6· down that street like every day.· So the movement

·7· from Boys Latin rank.· You all do a great job.

·8· · · ·MR. STROMAN:· Thank you.

·9· · · ·MR. SABIR:· We will now move to the other

10· portion of our agenda.· Vice Chairwoman Deeley, do

11· you have any other business to be raised at this

12· meeting?

13· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· I do, Mr. Chairman, if I may.  I

14· see that Ben Field is sitting out there, and I just

15· wanted to extend my appreciation for all his work on

16· behalf of the citizens of Philadelphia and this

17· Board and wish him all the best in his future

18· endeavors.

19· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Ben, why don't you stand up so

20· everybody know where you are, Ben?· Make noise for

21· Ben, all right?· We too share that sentiment.· 2020,

22· we were talking about how the people that was doing

23· elections in 2020.· I know this election is going to

24· be the most important election we've had.· I say it

25· every six months.· But in 2020 was just special.



Page 34
·1· And we thank you.· And you're not going that far.

·2· You're going to be right next to our neighbor in

·3· Montgomery County.

·4· · · · · · So you're going to be hearing from us

·5· soon.· We're still going to be talking and

·6· communicating.· Thank you for your service.· Thank

·7· you, Ben.

·8· · · · · · Secretary Bluestein, do you have any other

·9· business to be raised at this meeting?

10· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I have none.· Thank you.

11· · · ·MR. SABIR:· I have a few things I just wanted

12· to talk about.· Just the importance of this election

13· is very crucial.· But Passover.· Election day will

14· be on and Passover.· And as we see in poll locations

15· are being changed.· We just wanted to make it clear

16· that our constituents from the Jewish community does

17· not have to make a choice between practicing their

18· religion or voting.· We have satellite location that

19· will be open where you can cast your ballot before

20· election day.· And we have the vote by mail system

21· that was signed into law by Governor Tom Wolf.· So

22· we encourage all Philadelphians to exercise their

23· right to vote.· And in addition to the drop boxes

24· that was raised earlier in this meeting, we also can

25· do mobile staff drop boxes.· So I'm open to that.
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·1· And accessibility is critical for our elections and

·2· for the general elections, we're definitely open to

·3· more drop boxes being placed inside of the City of

·4· Philadelphia.

·5· · · ·Thank you, Commissioners, as always, for being

·6· here.· Hearing no other business, a motion to

·7· adjourn today's meeting.· Is there a second?

·8· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Second.

·9· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Secretary Bluestein, please call

10· the roll.

11· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· Vice Chair Deeley?

12· · · ·MS. DEELEY:· Aye.

13· · · ·MR. BLUESTEIN:· I vote aye.· Chairman Sabir.

14· · · ·MR. SABIR:· Aye.· Motion adjourn to passes.

15· The meeting is adjourned.

16· · · ·(The meeting was adjourned.)
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