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1
                         * * * * *

2
                     P R O C C E D I N G

3
                          * * * * *

4

5

6               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  On Wednesday

7        September 9th, meeting of the Philadelphia

8        Board of Elections.  We will first move to see

9        if there is any public comment?  Please

10        proceed to the microphone and state your name

11        for the record.

12               MR. GARELLA:  Good morning,

13        Commissioners.  My name's Rich Garella.  I'm a

14        voter and tax payer of the City of

15        Philadelphia.  First I would like to thank you

16        Commissioner Deeley for posting the substance

17        of the motions that were passed on

18        August 27th.  That's one of our

19        recommendations to post motions that the Board

20        has passed.

21               The next step would be to publish the

22        meeting notice with the Sunshine Act applied

23        so the public could see them.  Our other

24        recommendations are on the handout that I left



Meeting of the Commissioners - Elections
September 9, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 4

1        with the Secretary which you should look at.

2               I have a few questions.  The grant

3        agreement for the Center for Technology and

4        Civic Life says a convenient working group to

5        work through challenges dividing

6        implementation and that includes the advocacy

7        groups.  I wonder which advocacy groups are

8        included and when and how did the Board chose

9        those advocacy groups?  Would it be possible

10        to get an answer?

11               You know on Wednesday at the Philly for

12        Change meeting you answered numerous questions

13        from attendees.  Why do you make a rule for

14        open meetings if a Board like this one that

15        Members of the Board can't answer the

16        questions from the public.  Is there any

17        special reason that these meetings taken place

18        under the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act are the

19        only place where this Board won't answer

20        questions or discuss anything with the public?

21        Why does this Board never seem to deliver on

22        any official action before voting unanimously

23        for whatever motion is brought?  As if

24        everything has been decided in advance.  I
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1        assume there's a reason.  You have to note

2        this behavior is not typical.

3               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  Two-minutes Mr.

4        Garella.

5               MR. GARELLA:  For the Board of

6        Elections to have an open discussion and

7        address the publics' concerns at their

8        meetings.  This is disappointing and more than

9        that it's disrespectful.

10               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  Anybody else for

11        public comment?  You can proceed to the

12        microphone and state your name.

13               MS. BRICKLIN:  My name is Lila

14        Bricklin.  I'm a voter in the 59th ward of

15        Philadelphia.  I'm new to this and I'm already

16        discouraged based on the first speaker but I

17        did come to ask a couple of questions so I

18        will do so.

19               I want an update on the lawsuit

20        challenging third parties candidates on the

21        ballot.  People were very concerned about

22        getting their mail-in ballot when I was told

23        yesterday by Commissioner Al Schmidt's staffer

24        that ballots cannot go out until this is
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1        resolved.

2               I also want an update on all the other

3        things that are pending and I want to know how

4        this body is going to respond in a timely

5        fashion given that the election is less than

6        eight weeks away and voters need to know.

7               They want to vote by mail.  They don't

8        know about the process.  They don't know about

9        early voting.  I -- they don't know anything.

10        I'm here because I work on the voter

11        registration in Germantown in my community.

12               I'm trying to keep people up-to-date

13        and I called the Commissioner's office like

14        every other week and I spoke with someone

15        yesterday and they don't know.

16               Because everything is kept in

17        Harrisburg in their reports.  It seems like

18        this body can't help me.  Where can I go for

19        assistance?  So I'm just going to get the

20        deer-in-the-headlights thing.  Is that how it

21        works?

22               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  Thank you for your

23        comment.  Is there anyone else for public

24        comment?  Hearing none, we will ask for review



Meeting of the Commissioners - Elections
September 9, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 7

1        from the Secretary for emailed public comment.

2               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Good morning.

3               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  Good morning.

4               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  The Commission's

5        office has received all public commenters

6        email to our office by 9:45 a.m. today

7        September 9, 2020.  These comments were shared

8        with each Commissioner and their Deputies at

9        10:00 a.m. today.

10               These comments were also provided to

11        each Commissioner at the beginning of the

12        meeting and are available for the public to

13        review at the public comment table.  We have

14        received three public comments.  Two from

15        Sharon Strauss and one from Elisa Waxman.  I

16        have reviewed the comments and ask that these

17        comments can be moved into record.

18               THE PUBLIC:  Could you please read that

19        out loud so everyone can hear the public

20        comment?  This is a public forum.

21               COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I've also

22        reviewed the public comments.

23               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  I've also reviewed

24        the public comments.  Please move the public
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1        comments into the record.

2                       * * * * *

3               (Whereupon, Elections-Exhibit-1 was

4        marked for identification.)

5                       * * * * *

6          Thank you.  Now we'll proceed to any old

7          business.  Hearing none, we'll proceed to

8          new business with a report from Charles

9          Stroman about polling places.

10               MR. Stroman:  Request permission to

11        pull the mask down.  Good morning,

12        Commissioners.  The polling place unit has

13        been working throughout the summer to identify

14        polling places for the upcoming general

15        election.  Our goal is for as many new polling

16        places as possible -- as many regular polling

17        places as possible.

18               Over the next several weeks I will

19        propose polling places for the Board for

20        approval.  The first task this week are the

21        divisions that are currently remaining at the

22        same polling place as the primary election and

23        therefore don't require any action at this

24        time.  A copy of the attached list has been
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1        given to each Commissioner, the Stenographer

2        and is available for public commenting.

3               Notices were placed on each polling

4        place listed division that would be remaining

5        at their respected polling place.  We'll also

6        post the attached list on the

7        Philadelphiagov.com and begin updating the

8        sources for each division.  If any of these

9        divisions need to be moved to another polling

10        place, I will bring the change before the

11        Board of Elections for approval and ask that

12        the attached list be moved into the record.

13               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  Thank you.  I move

14        that these be added to the record.

15               COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I second.

16               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  All in favor?

17        Aye.

18               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  So moved.

19               COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Aye.

20                       * * * * *

21               (Whereupon, Elections-Exhibit-2 was

22        marked for identification.)

23                       * * * * *

24
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1               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  Thank you, Charles.

2        So I just have one quick motion.

3               In the primary, we prepaid for return

4        postage of the mail-in and absentee ballots.

5        We were one of the few counties in

6        Pennsylvania to do so and it was very popular

7        among our voters.

8               In fact it was so popular that the

9        state has agreed to reimburse counties for the

10        cost of return postage for the 2020 general

11        election.

12               For all the reasons I stated in the

13        primary, I believe that we should hand prepaid

14        return postage for the general election and

15        now the cost will be covered by the State and

16        not our budget.  Therefore I motion that for

17        the 2020 general and special election, the

18        staff shall provide prepaid postage to return

19        absentee and mail-in ballots to the County

20        Board of Elections.  Do I have a second.

21               COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Second.

22               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  All in favor?

23               COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Aye.

24               COMMISSIONER SABIR:  Aye.
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1               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  So moved.  Anyone

2        else have new business?

3               COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I have none.

4               CHAIRWOMAN DEELEY:  Hearing no new

5        business, this meeting is adjourned to the

6        call of the chair.  Thank you all.

7          * * * * *

8 (Whereupon the meeting concluded at 11:09.)

9          * * * * *
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1              C E R T I F I C A T I O N

2

3

4          I hereby certify that the proceedings and

5 evidence noted are contained fully and accurately in

6 the stenographic notes taken by me upon the foregoing

7 matter, and that this is a correct transcript of the

8 same.

9

10

11

12

13            Court Reporter-Notary Public

14

15          (The foregoing certification of this

16 transcript does not apply to any reproduction of the

17 same by any means, unless under the direct control

18 and/or supervision of the certifying reporter.)

19
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