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Question #1
Proposed Charter Change 1

Submitted to the Voters By:
Bill No. 230740 (became law December 14, 2023);

Resolution No. 230750 (adopted November 30, 2023)

Ballot Question:

Should the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter be amended
to require the City to provide for the indemnification and
defense of registered community organizations in
connection with claims made against them arising
directly out of their lawful participation in the City’s
zoning variance process?

Statement:

Rules about how land and buildings can be used and
built are called zoning. Registered community
organizations, or “RCOs,” are community groups that
provide input on how those zoning rules are applied in
their communities. For example, RCOs provide input
when a landowner requests an exception from standard
zoning rules, called a variance. Sometimes lawsuits are
brought against RCOs related to their participation in the
variance request process, which can be costly and limit
community input.

If you vote “yes” on this ballot question, that means you
approve of requiring the City to devise a system to help
RCOs pay for the costs of defending against such lawsuits,
which may include the costs associated with losing or
settling the lawsuits.
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